
   06-26-07MINS GPF

Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 26TH june 2007

Present

Councillor B. Burnett  (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and B.R. Williamson

The Town Clerk’s Secretary, Mrs. L. Phillips was present and Mrs. L. Blankley, who will take up post as the Town Clerk on 2nd July 2007 also sat in on the meeting.

100. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett had no remarks to make.

101. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared.
102. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 5th June 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


103. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
 The Acting Proper Officer, Mrs. L. Phillips had nothing to report.

104. Louth Area Committee

a. It was noted that the next Louth Area Committee meeting will take place on 17th July 2007 in the Salvation Army Hall, Church Street, Louth at 7.30pm and any items for consideration for the agenda should be received by the ELDC Member Services Office, Legal and Democratic Services Department by Monday 2nd July.
b. It was RESOLVED that Councillors B. Burnett, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F.G. Coonghe and B.R. Williamson will represent Louth Town Council at Louth Area Committee Meetings.
c. Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway apprised the Council of the proposals of the Hubbards Hills Working Group regarding the Hubbards Hills Centenary Celebrations which in summary are:
Family event on 1st August from 1pm to 6pm with mini steam display, band, bring your own food, duck racing, Punch and Judy Show, Egg and Spoon race, a form of cricket and tug of war.  She informed the Committee that a risk assessment will be carried out, a licence is needed for the music.  The Police Cadets and the First Responders will be present.  Richard Marsh who runs the café at Hubbards Hills has been consulted and is in agreement with the proposals.  1st August is also National Playday and ELDC are organising various games in the hills throughout the week and on 1st August.  Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders suggested that lots of balloons with 100 on be obtained and also banners saying 100 today be bought.  Councillor F.W.P. Treanor informed the Committee that ELDC are to provide medals for the winners of the games and local bell ringers will also perform on the day.  Finally, Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway informed the Council that FOG had advised her that the Town Council’s budget allowed for £800 to be spent on the project.  Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch asked for clarification regarding the Duck Racing and was informed that plastic ducks will be launched in the river between the bridges.  It was RESOLVED that Louth Town Council support the Hubbards Hills Working Group proposals for a Hubbards Hills Centenary Celebration on 1st August 2007.

105. Descriptive Text ‘Plaques’
Councillor D.M. Skinner proposed that descriptive text ‘plaques’ should be placed underneath all of the Town Council’s paintings detailing the painter of the work and the title of the painting plus any other background information known.  He was of the opinion that some years ago this had been agreed on by Council and an order had been placed with GRS Signs and permission was being sought from ELDC.  He suggested that should his proposals be agreed the Art Restoration Working Group should look into the exact wording of the ‘plaques’.  Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch informed the Committee that ‘plaques’ had been present underneath most of the Town Council’s paintings but had been removed when the Town Hall had been decorated.  It was RESOLVED that this subject should be referred to the Art Restoration Working Group and they should approach ELDC about re-positioning the ‘plaques’ by including the subject in their report to ELDC.

106. Floral Enhancement of Louth
Several Councillors voiced concern about discussing this topic as they believed that a resolution to pass the issue to the Chamber of Business had been made within the last few months and they did not wish to breach the six month rule.  Due to the late hour and the amount of business still to be discussed the Chairman decided that no discussion on the topic would take place at this meeting.  However, he agreed to look into the topic, and the six month rule, and if he was satisfied that discussion of the topic would not breach Standing Orders he would allow the item to be discussed at the next meeting.

107. Art Restoration Working Group
Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch informed the Committee that ELDC have offered to open the Council Chamber to the public every Wednesday from 2pm to 4pm so that the public can view the Panorama.  She announced that the ARWG are to look into the possibility of acquiring CCTV coverage in the Council Chamber to protect the Panorama from vandalism.  She also said that the ARWG are to put forward a report to Ken Hills who will put it forward to the ELDC Executive Board which details all of the ARWG’s ideas regarding and surrounding public access to the Panorama and the re-hanging of the Trial of Strafford.  Finally, following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch, seconded by Councillor T.F. Marris it was RESOLVED that Councillor J.P. Dean be appointed to the ARWG.

Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway opined that a Councillor should be present on Wednesday afternoons to meet, greet and discuss the history of the Panorama with any visitors.  ARWG are to discuss this issue.  Councillor A. Leonard suggested that ELDC should be asked about the possibility of opening the Council Chamber during the evening, to accommodate the normal working man/women.

108. Exclusion of Public and Press
Following a proposal by Councillor E. Ballard JP seconded by Councillor J.E. Gains it was RESOLVED that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting during the following item because matters of a private and confidential nature were to be discussed.

109. Personnel Issues
The Chairman announced that there were three topics for discussion under this heading:
a. The Claim for Payment of Outstanding Overtime, made by the former Town Clerk, Mr. C. Brightmore JP.

b. The new Town Clerk’s Contract

c. Access to the Council Office


a. The Claim for Payment of Outstanding Overtime, made by the former Town Clerk, Mr. C. Brightmore JP
Councillor F.W.P. Treanor declared a prejudicial interest in this matter, as a friend of Mr. Brightmore’s and left the room.
After a lengthy discussion it was RESOLVED that Louth Town Council should pay Mr. C. Brightmore JP the overtime detailed in his letter of 18th May 2007.  It was agreed that FOG should look into the possibility of viring money from several budget heads into the salaries budget head to cover the payment.  Councillors Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, C. Finch and Mrs. M.W. Finch wished their vote against this course of action to be recorded in the minutes.
b. The new Town Clerk’s Contract
The Committee were informed that the Personnel Committee had met on 21st June 2007 (the Mayor and the Deputy in ex-officio capacities had also been present) and had analysed the model contract for Town Clerk’s/RFO’s produced by the NALC and the Society of Local Council Clerks.  They presented their amended version of the model contract to the Committee, on the projector, and asked for the agreement of the Council that this be used as the contract to be given to the new Town Clerk on taking up post.  After a brief discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt the model contract with one amendment which clarified that extra time worked by the new Clerk be claimed in the month following that in which it was worked or it would be lost.
c. Access to Council Office
The Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald opined that some restrictions on Councillors access to the Council should be imposed.  He suggested that Councillors not visit the office unless absolutely necessary and then they should only visit after 11am.  Following a brief discussion it was RESOLVED that this issue be made a future agenda item.



The meeting closed at 10.22pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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