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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s
GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 5th june 2007
Present

Councillor B. Burnett (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and B.R. Williamson
The Town Clerk’s Secretary, Mrs. L. Phillips was present and Mrs. L. Blankley, who will take up post as the Town Clerk on 2nd July 2007 also sat in on the meeting.
74. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett announced that he would be calling a FOG meeting as soon as possible. 

75. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:

a. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 5. Louth Interskill - as a member of LCC
76. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 22nd May 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


77. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Acting Proper Officer, Mrs. L. Phillips had nothing to report.

78. Louth Interskill
The Committee discussed a letter received from Mr. M. Warren, Mr. D. Drury and Mr. M. Mundy who wish to re-launch Interskill as a Co-operative Social Enterprise and are seeking the support of the Town Council.  The committee RESOLVED that Louth Town Council should send a letter of support.

79. Litter Bins
The Committee considered a request received by Mr. M. Sollis, the Team Leader - Cleansing at ELDC, from a District Councillor for two new litter bins in the Lacey Gardens area near the school.  It was RESOLVED that two bins should be taken, for the above purpose, from the Town Council’s stock of four, currently held at ELDC.

80. Brown’s Panorama
Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch reported that the second pane of glass had been safely delivered and installed on 1st June 2007.  She was of the opinion that the Town Council need to think about and possibly liaise with ELDC about the future safety of the paintings, the cleaning of the special glass, which must be done by specialists, ‘Do Not Touch’ signs, purchasing a laser wand, permanently removing the tables and chairs from in front of the paintings, installing barrier ropes in front of the paintings and the possibility of inserting a clause into the contract that hirers of the building enter into with ELDC which states that the hirer is responsible for any damage caused to the painting.  Finally, she advised the Committee that the paintings had been valued and consequently, after consultation with the Mayor and the Chairman of General Purposes and Finance, the Town Council’s insurance had been increased.

81. The Trial of Stafford/King Charles I
Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch reported that this painting had now been examined by Kiffy Stainer Hutchins & Co., Conservators and Mr. J. Vost, Valuer.  She said that Mr. Vost had opined that the painting is of ‘The Trial of King Charles I’ whereas the Conservators were of the opinion that it is of ‘The Trial of Stafford’ because the Royal Coat of Arms appears on the back of the Judges chair and this would not have been present if the painting was of ‘The Trial of King Charles I’.  Councillor Finch informed the Committee that Ms Stainer Hutchins had found 3 instances of ‘patching’ on the back of the painting and damage to the front of the painting.  She had also found two stamps on the back of the painting on which the words ‘Cornmarket, Louth’ could just be made out.  Councillor Finch said that Kiffy Stainer Hutchins & Co, Arterium and several other strong men had attempted to re-hang the painting on 1st June.  However, the pole which supports the weight of the painting ‘sagged’ under its weight and she was advised by Arterium, for Health and Safety reasons, not to continue with the re-hanging at that point.  She informed the Committee that there is video footage of the pole ‘sagging’ and she said that the Town Council would be billed by Arterium for their time in attempting to re-hang the painting.  She suggested that the re-hanging of the painting would need to be looked into with ELDC.  Finally, she reported that Mr. Vost had valued the painting and again, after consultation with the Mayor and the Chairman of General Purposes and Finance, this had caused the Town Council’s insurance to be increased.
The meeting closed at 9.50pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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