
   05-22-07MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT committee 
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 22ND MAY 2007 
Present

The Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and B.R. Williamson
The Town Clerk’s Secretary, Mrs. L. Phillips was also present.

27. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman
It was proposed by Councillor F. Robertson and seconded by Councillor J.P. Dean and RESOLVED by vote of the Committee that Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP be elected Chairman of the Louth Town Council Planning and Environment Committee.  Councillor J.R. Macdonald invited Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard to take the Chair.

It was proposed by Councillor J.E. Gains that Councillor T.F. Marris be elected Vice-Chairman of the Louth Town Council Planning and Environment Committee.  However, there was also a proposal by Councillor A. Leonard that Councillor F.W.P. Treanor be elected Vice-Chairman of the Louth Town Council Planning and Environment Committee.  On a vote of the Council it was RESOLVED that Councillor T.F. Marris was elected Vice-Chairman.  


28. Presentation by Janet Hawson, Rupert Clamp and Lucy Lumb re. the Gatherums and Springside
Ms Lumb explained that Mr. Clamp has been commissioned to produce art works for the Gatherums.  Mr. Clamp explained the project is called ‘Lost in Louth’ and it aims to create a series of interlinked text based plaques that encourage playful exploration and discovery, offer a unique way of navigating and exploring Louth, describe Louth in a personalised and anecdotal way, stem from and respond to the residents of Louth and visitors to Louth and can be used as a base for future activities.  He said that the descriptive texts are edited versions of directions gathered illicitly by him, under the pretence of being lost.  He told the Committee that in order to blend into the fabric of the town and surprise passers by, the signs’ form and style reflects, and is developed from, existing signage found within Louth.  He said that up to 18 plaques are to be dispersed across the centre of Louth.  Some signs will be more ‘hidden’ than others.  For example some may be walked past dozens of times before they are noticed.  Each will be sited at the approximate location where the content was gathered (through agreements with relevant property owners) and each sign directs the viewer to another of the signs or to the Gatherums.  Mr. Clamp then explained that the plaques will be of a framed rectangular shape that can be replicated at a variety of sites, in keeping with its location.  There are a range of installation options, hanging, fixed to wall or post.  The signs will be mid blue with white lettering and a white border and will be 40cm x 60cm cast in polyurethane resin.  They will be hand painted in uppercase ‘Helvetica’ font which is 38mm high.  Mr. Clamp then ran through the proposed sites for the plaques which are: New Street, the Indoor Market Hall, New Street, Louth Museum, the Town Hall car park, Vickers Lane, Northgate car park, Eastgate car park, the Bus Station, Springside Church Street, Springside Queen Street, Springside, Springside Aswell Street, Jackpot’s Pottery - Burnt Hill Lane, 14 Upgate, the Cattle Market car park and Kidgate car park.  Several Councillors spoke and a summary of their comments follows:
a. Councillor J.R. Macdonald: Some plaques refer to coloured houses, what if the houses are repainted in a different colour?  Mr. Clamp said that if that happened people would have to explore the town in a different way.

b. Councillor F. Robertson: Many people do not know where the Gatherums and Springisde is, this project will help.

c. Councillor C. Finch: How will these signs direct people to other tourist attractions within the town?  Mr. Clamp said that they won’t as such, but they will encourage people to look around.

d. Councillor M.W. Finch: Are the signs to be made of the correct materials in the conservation area?  Mr. Clamp said that an ELDC Planning Officer and a Conservation Officer had both been consulted and were happy with the project proposals.
e. Councillors Mrs. M. Ottaway and F. Robertson both commented that they are all for the project.
f. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders: Had concerns that people won’t understand the meaning of the signs.  Mr. Clamp said that a printed document will be available from the Tourist Information Office which details the history of the town and information about the signs.  Councillor Makinson-Sanders said she thought something should be on the signs too to explain them.

g. Councillor K. Sharp: Thought that there would be a split in opinion over the signs, half would think them rubbish and half would think them marvellous.  He said the Gatherums and Springside is a credit to the group who have worked so hard to develop the area.
h. Councillor D.M. Skinner: Was concerned that the signs would be lost on people and that the route they pointed out might be too long for people who have difficulty walking.


29. Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence.

30. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP welcomed the brand new members of the Council to the meeting and said that she hoped they would get as much out of their experiences with the Town Council as they could as well as putting as much into the experience as they could.  She then went on to make several announcements:
a. The East Midlands Rural Affairs Forum 6th Annual Conference is taking place on Wednesday 11th July from 10am to 3pm at PERA Innovation Park, Melton Mowbray.  The event is free, anyone wishing to attend should contact Mrs. L. Phillips.
b. She showed Councillors a Map of the area to the rear and including 53 Broadley Crescent, Louth and explained that ELDC have recently implemented street naming (Harveys Lane, Harrington and Stockwith) and numbering there.
c. She informed Councillors that the Lincolnshire NHS Teaching Primary Care Trust are holding a public consultation on the Future of Healthcare in Lincolnshire on 27th June at the Salvation Army Centre, Church Street, Louth 2pm to 7pm.  She also announced that consultation documents were available for Councillors to take and fill in.

31. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:
a. Councillor D.M. Skinner - Agenda Item 8 - Planning Applications - as a member of the Civic Trust.

b. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson - Agenda Item 9 Correspondence, Agenda Item 10 - Proposed Work to Trees at 159 Eastgate, Louth and Agenda Item 16 - Planning Decisions - as member of LCC and ELDC.

c. Councillor B. Burnett - Agenda Item 9 Correspondence (any ELDC items), Agenda Item 10 - Proposed Work to Trees at 159 Eastgate, Louth and Agenda Item 16 - Planning Decisions - as a member of ELDC.  Agenda Item 12 - Linx Homes Estate - as a board member of Linx Homes.
d. Councillor C. Finch - Agenda Item 9 Correspondence (any ELDC items), Agenda Item 10 - Proposed Work to Trees at 159 Eastgate, Louth and Agenda Item 16 - Planning Decisions - as a member of ELDC.  
e. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor - Agenda Item 8 - Planning Applications - (1) N/105/00677/07 - as an acquaintance of the applicants.

f. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders - Agenda Item 8 - Planning Applications - (15) N/105/01062/07 and (16) N/105/01063/07 - as an acquaintance of the applicants.

g. Councillor T.F. Marris - Agenda Item 8 - Planning Application - (16) N/105/01063/07 - as an acquaintance of the applicants.


32. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 24th April 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


33. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
In the absence of a Town Clerk, Mrs. L. Phillips reported that any Councillor who had been returned unopposed in the recent elections should obtain from Mrs. S. Brewitt, the Elections Officer at ELDC a ‘Nil Return’ form, fill it in and return it to Mrs. S. Brewitt. 


34. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/05/22/07) and resolved:
a. (5) 00851/07 - Planning Permission - 3 James Court, James Street, Louth, LN11 0JY - To object on the grounds that upvc windows and doors should not be used in the conservation area.
b. (13) 00998/07 - Planning Permission - 27 Cisterngate, Louth, LN11 0ER - To object on the grounds that upvc windows should not be used in the conservation area, the dormer windows in the front elevation will overlook the neighbouring bungalow and the design is not in keeping with the surrounding area.
c. (16) 01063/07 - Planning Permission - Plot 5, Land rear of 49 Brackenborough Road, Louth - To object on the grounds that the development in this area is already overintensified, this development would put more strain on the inadequate drainage system in the area and it will increase the amount of traffic in an already busy and dangerous area on a road system that is already strained.
d. All remaining applications were supported.

35. Correspondence
The following items of correspondence were noted:
a. From: ELDC – re. Planning Appeal by Mrs. Stockwell, Land at 27 Grimsby Road, Louth, LN11 0ED 
To note that further to ELDC’s decision to refuse planning permission reference N/105/01990/06 – Siting of a 2.5kw domestic wind turbine on a 6.5m high mast (maximum height of 8.3m) with an underground cable.  The appellant has appealed to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions.  Any comments that the Town Council made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, should the Town Council wish to withdraw its comments or make any additional comments three copies of these should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.
b. From: LCC – re. Temporary Road Closure 
Location: Belvoir Way, Period of Closure: Monday 21st May 2007 to 28th September 2007, Reason for Closure: Installation of new sewer, Alternative Route: Diversions will be signposted.  Work will be carried out in stages.
c. From: ELDC – re. N/105/01433/04 - Mr. and Mrs. Addison – Land at 4 Kenwick Pastures, Louth
To note that further to the Town Council’s recent correspondence regarding the above mentioned application, the application was withdrawn on 27th April 2007.
d. From: ELDC – re. N/105/00528/07 – Simon Nicholson Designs Ltd – 13c Cornmarket, Louth
To note that further to the Town Council’s recent correspondence regarding the above mentioned application, the application was withdrawn on 3rd May 2007.

36. ESHA (developments) Ltd
It was RESOLVED that Mrs. L. Phillips should contact ESHA and suggest Poplar Grove for the development of 4 bungalows off Beech Grove, Keddington Road, Louth.

37. Proposed Work to Trees at 159 Eastgate, Louth which is within the Louth Conservation Area
It was RESOLVED to support the tree works detailed below:
Work: Fell 2 Sycamore Trees, Reason: increase light, and to avoid future safety problems.  An ELDC Council Officer has visited the site and considers that the trees are not of significant quality or amenity value.

38. Linx Homes Estate
The Committee considered the proposed names (Ketsby, Claythorpe, Hagworthingham and Aswardby) for Phase 9 of the Linx Homes development off Monks Dyke Road, Louth.  It was RESOLVED that Mrs. L. Phillips should reply to the effect that these names could be confusing and if they are to be used road or street should follow them.  The Council felt that other names should be considered which have more to do with the history of the town e.g., Pahud Way, John Smith Road, William Brown Street.

39. Planning Training
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders reported that she has spoken to Mr. I. Trowsdale the Head of Planning at ELDC about his visiting the Town Council and delivering some planning training.  She asked Councillors if they would be interested in attending any training and if so should it be on a night separate to a Council meeting and what topics should it cover.  It was RESOLVED that Mrs. L. Phillips should contact Mr. Trowsdale and arrange for him to deliver planning training on a night separate to a Council meeting and the topics should include design and quality.
40. Sponsorship of Art Event
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders reported that she had been approached by ELDC and the Mobile Art Fair regarding the possibility of Louth Town Council sponsoring an Art Event in Hubbards Hills, over the week of the Hubbards Hills Centenary.  She said the Mobile Art Fair would hold art workshops in Hubbards Hills at which approximately 50 children a day could attend.  Each day there would be two sessions and she said the cost per day is £400 and ELDC will match fund any money that the Town Council gives towards this.  It was RESOLVED that Louth Town Council should put a minimum of £800 and a maximum of £1,600 towards this project, dependent on the balance in budget head 239 Civic Events.  It was further RESOLVED that FOG should analyse the Town Council’s finances with a view to topping up this budget head if any surplus monies can be found.

41. Access to View the Panorama
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders said that now that the Panorama has been restored the Town Council should look at the access arrangements for the public wishing to view the Panorama.  The general feeling of the Committee was that until the second pane of glass is installed the general public should have very limited access.  The Chairman explained the current access arrangements: if a member of the public telephones the Council Office they are asked to telephone ELDC before visiting to ascertain that the Council Chamber will not be in use on the day they wish to visit and also to arrange for a guide during the visit.  Several Councillors thought this a good arrangement.  Councillor A. Leonard opined that the Council Chamber should be open more to the public and that the public should have free access to the Panorama.  He was of the opinion that any damage that the public could do to the Panorama would have been done already if it were going to happen.  The Chairman suggested that the Council Chamber might be opened by ELDC every Wednesday from 2pm-4pm.  It was RESOLVED that Mrs. L. Phillips should approach ELDC and ask for their thoughts on the matter.

42. Planning Decisions
To Committee noted the following District Council decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:
a. ELDC have given Consent to Display an Advertisement for N/105/01671/04(Consent to Display - Unique Pub Properties Ltd 
Sign A – 1 no. externally illuminated sign 3.2m x 0.4m and 3.4m from the ground to the top of sign Sign B – 1 no. externally illuminated double sided projecting sign 0.7m x 1.2m and 5.3m from the ground to the top of the sign, Sign B – 1 no. externally illuminated post mounted sign 0.7m x 1.2m (to replace existing), Sign C – 1 no. externally illuminated sign 0.6m x 1.3m and 2.0m from the ground to the top of the sign, Sign C – 1 no. non-illuminated sign 0.6m x 1.3m and 2.2m from the ground to the top of the sign, Sign D – 2 no. non-illuminated entrance signs each 0.85m x 0.45m, Sign E – 1 no. externally illuminated sign 3.3m x 0.24m and 2.6m from the ground to the top of sign, Sign F – 1 no. externally illuminated sign 1.2m x 1.8m and 6.8m from the ground to the top of sign, Sign G – 1 no. externally illuminated sign 2.0m x 1.0m and 4.8m from the ground to top of sign, Packhorse, 65-67, Eastgate).  Louth Town Council objected on the grounds that the signs are to be constructed of the wrong materials namely aluminium and polyester powder coated whereas they should be of hand painted wood in a conservation area.  The hanging sign should be moved 20 metres to the right to its original sighting which would be a better position.  Minute 157 a) of the meeting of 010205.
b. ELDC have refused planning permission for:
i. N/105/00430/07 – Construction of a vehicular access – 39 Eastfield Road, Louth, LN11 7AJ
ii. N/105/00434/07 – Rear extension to existing dwelling to provide a porch – 7 Kiln Lane, Louth

Louth Town Council supported these at its meeting of 13th March 2007.
c. ELDC have refused planning permission for 
i. N/105/00467/07 – Erection of a detached house with provision of a parking area.
ii. N/105/00496/07 – Erection of 2 no. houses and 1 no. block of 4 no. garages – Plots 9 and 10 rear of 70 Eastfield Road, Louth

Louth Town Council supported these at its meeting of 27th March 2007.
d. ELDc have given full planning permission for N/105/00526/07 – Alterations to existing dwelling to provide 8 no. replacement windows and 1 no. replacement door, all in white UPVC – Holly Cottage, 29 Union Street, Louth, LN11 0ES – Louth Town Council objected on the grounds that the proposed materials to be used in the replacement windows and door were not considered appropriate materials in the Louth Conservation Area. Minute 564. a) of the meeting of 27th March 2007.

It was RESOLVED that Mrs. L. Phillips should ask Mr. Trowsdale to explain at the Planning Training why ELDC have granted permission on 16. a. above and why they refused 16. b. i. above.  
The meeting closed at 9.06pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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