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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s 

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 22ND MAY 2007 
Present

The Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and B.R. Williamson
The Town Clerk’s Secretary, Mrs. L. Phillips was also present.

43. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman
It was proposed by Councillor F. Robertson and seconded by Councillor T.F. Marris and RESOLVED by vote of the Committee that Councillor B. Burnett be elected Chairman of the Louth Town Council General Purposes and Finance Committee.  Councillor J.R. Macdonald invited Councillor B. Burnett to take the Chair.

It was proposed by Councillor F. Robertson and seconded by Councillor K. Sharp and RESOLVED by vote of the Council that Councillor F.W.P. Treanor be elected as Vice Chairman.


44. Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence.

45. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett announced that the FOG would need to be re-established.  It was agreed that re-establishment of all working groups should be placed on the next agenda.

46. Declarations of Interest
There were no interests declared.

47. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 24th April 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


48. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
In the absence of a Town Clerk, Mrs. L. Phillips announced that she had nothing to report.

49. Proper Officer of the Council
Following a proposal by Councillor D.M. Skinner, seconded by Councillor E. Ballard JP it was RESOLVED that Mrs. L. Phillips should be the Proper Officer of the Council for the interim period until a new Town Clerk is in post.

50. Responsible Financial Officer
Following a proposal by the Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED that Councillor B. Burnett should be the Responsible Financial Officer of the Council in the interim period until a new Town Clerk is in post.


51. Art Restoration Working Group
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch reported that the second pane of glass for the Panorama is expected to be delivered and installed on 1st June 2007.  However, this might change as the Glass and Mirror Company and Kiffy Stainer-Hutchins are currently engaged in a dispute.  She announced that the Trial of Stafford has been brought back to the Town Hall at no cost to the Council and is in storage outside the Town Clerk’s office.  She said that Mr. J. Vost is to visit tomorrow and value the painting.  She opined that when it has been valued and advice has been taken on its condition the Council should decide what to do next.  Councillor T.F. Marris thought it very important that the picture be re-hung as soon as possible in its old position over the second flight of main stairs, as this seems to be the only place within the Town Hall that it can be hung in.  It was RESOLVED to ask Arterium to re-hang the Trial of Stafford when they return to take down, fit the second pane glass and re-hang the panorama.  Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders told the Committee that if the Panorama is looked after properly now it should last another hundred years.  She informed the Committee that Ms Stainer-Hutchins is prepared to return to Louth in the Autumn and give a talk on the Panorama and its restoration.  Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway thought that this might be an opportunity to have a celebratory event.  It was agreed that the Art Restoration Working Group would look at this and bring recommendations to the Council.  Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders also informed the Committee that Ms Stainer-Hutchins would also like to speak to local art groups from local schools.  However, she said there might be some cost to the Council involved in this.  It was agreed that should this turn of events transpire FOG should analyse the situation and possibly funding should be sought.


The meeting closed at 9.20pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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