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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 6th may 2008
Present

Councillor B. Burnett (in the Chair)

Councillors:
F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A. Leonard, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

672. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP.  These were approved by the Committee.

673. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman Councillor B. Burnett had no remarks to make. 

674. Declarations of Interest
The following interest was declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett – Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Hubbards Hills - as a member of ELDC.
675. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 22nd April 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


676. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.


677. End of Year Summary re. General Purposes and Finance Committee
The Town Clerk reported that in the previous year the GP&F Committee had approved grant applications totalling £6,450, they had approved the replacement of a bench on Linden Walk and had provided yellow lining to the Linden Walk entrance of the Cemetery.  They had also provided additional litter bins at Lacey Gardens and expenditure against reserves and precept monies of £129,258 (draft).  She said that they had overseen audit procedures and that the Council had received an unqualified audit for 2006/07.  They had supported total funding of Louth’s festive lights and proposed approved budgets for 2008/09 resulting in a precept of £153,735 or £30 per band D property, or £12 per registered elector.  She reminded Councillors of 2007/08 major events which were the Hubbards Hills Centenary, the Town Council’s contribution to the regeneration of the Pahud Memorial, the rehanging of Brown’s Panorama, arranging viewing access for the Panorama on Wednesday afternoons and the gifting of the Trial of Strafford to the House of Lords.


678. Art Restoration Working Group
Councillor A. Leonard made a statement regarding an address that a member of the public had made to Council on 22nd April 2008 during the public forum.


679. Hubbards Hills
Councillor Leonard reported that information relating to Hubbards Hills had been collated for Louth Town Council’s Barrister.  The Town Clerk reported that an incident had occurred at Hubbards Hills on 1st May 2008 when a child had slipped on the stepping stones and had been taken to hospital where she had stayed overnight.  The Town Clerk reported that the Health and Safety Officer at ELDC had contacted Louth Town Council to discuss the requirement for reporting the accident to the Health and Safety Executive under the RIDDOR regulations 1995 (member of public taken directly to hospital). Whilst it was not clear who held the ‘Operating Responsibility’ as no service level agreements are in place, ELDC felt that as the owners of the land, Louth Town Council should report the accident and had today forwarded the accident report containing the necessary details. Councillors agreed that the Town Clerk should report the accident at her earliest opportunity the following day.   


The meeting closed at 9.40pm
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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