
   04-24-07MINS

Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth

on Tuesday 24TH APRIL 2007

Present

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch (in the Chair)

Councillors:
E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J. Dean, C. Finch,  J.E. Gains, A. Grist, M. Jones, M. Knight, G.C. Lindsay, A. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor and Mrs. P. Watson

The Town Clerk, Mr. C. Brightmore JP and his secretary, Mrs. L. Phillips were also present.


The following members of the public also addressed the Council prior to the meeting regarding their objections to Planning Application (4) N/105/00728/07 – 6 St. Mary’s Lane, Louth, LN11 0DT:

(  Mr. T. Wright            (  Mr. D. Myers            (  Mr. C. Pankhurst

615. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A. Grist.  These were approved by the Council.

616. Council Minutes
The Notes of the Town Council Meeting held on 27th March 2007 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.  

Councillor G.C. Lindsay asked to speak regarding the Town Council Minutes of 10th April 2007 as he is retiring from the Council and will not be present when these Minutes are placed before a full Town Council Meeting for ratification.  He said he was unhappy with the following wording at minute 586: 

“…Councillor G.C. Lindsay reported that he had seen the timesheets of the current staff, on which their overtime is recorded and is happy that all is in order.”

He believed that he had not mentioned the word timesheets and he wished the Council to note that he was in fact referring to the monthly wages summary sheet, on which overtime claimed for payment for that month is recorded.  It was RESOLVED that the above sentence would be deleted and would be replaced by the actual verbatim record of what Councillor G.C. Lindsay said, namely: 

“I have seen all the overtime records and they are all in order.”

617. Approval of Personnel Committee’s Recommendations Regarding the Payment of the Town Clerk’s Accrued Overtime and his Leaving Date
The Mayor invited Councillor F.W.P. Treanor, the Chairman of the Personnel Committee to address the Council.  Councillor Treanor explained that he must hand over to his Vice Chair, Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway as he had not chaired the above section of the Personnel Committee Meeting.  In fact, he had left the room because he had received confirmation from Mrs. T. Carter at LALC that he had a clear prejudicial interest in this issue due to his close friendship with the Town Clerk.  Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway reported that the Personnel Committee had met to discuss the above issues and details were being checked.


618. Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor, invited the Town Clerk to speak.  The Town Clerk read out a letter from Mrs. S. Brewitt, the Elections Officer at ELDC which in summary said that Louth Town Council will have a window of opportunity after the May 3rd Elections until 22nd June 2007 in which to co-opt members onto the Council to fill any vacancies without the requirement to hold a fresh election if requested.  The Town Council agreed that co-option of new members should be made a future agenda item.
This section of the meeting closed at 7.53pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING


619. Presentation by Rev. L. Goodwin of Louth Christian Fellowship on the Louth Living Well Project
Rev. Lee Goodwin updated the Council on progress made at the Louth Christian Fellowship Development on Cannon Street.  He said that they had purchased and completed on the house and had now fully paid off any outstanding amounts to the previous owners.  He said development had begun and they have almost completed the zone upstairs at the back of the building which will be offices to rent out.  He reported that through the summer they will install the lift and central heating and towards the end of the year they will begin to develop the front zone where the café and children’s play area will be placed.  He anticipated that the whole project would be finished in twelve months time.  Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders thanked Rev. Goodwin for his presentation and on behalf of the Town Council wished him every success with the project.

Councillor A. Grist arrived at 8.00pm.


620. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs J. Makinson-Sanders gave a short PowerPoint Presentation reflecting on some of the planning applications that Louth Town Council have been consulted on over the past year.  She also announced that Louth has been granted £5,000 by the Community Council of Lincolnshire to undertake the production of a Town Plan. 


621. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:
Councillors D. Skinner - Agenda Item 6 – Planning Applications – (4) N/105/00728/07 – 6 St. Mary’s Lane, Louth, LN11 0DT – as a resident of St. Mary’s Lane.
Councillor B. Burnett – Agenda Item 7 – Correspondence – from ELDC re. a. Village Ventures Competition 2007, c. Planning Appeal by Mrs. E.A. Lawrence, Land at Cistercian Cottage, Stewton Lane, Louth and g. Community Grants.  Agenda Item 8 – Hubbards Hills Byelaws and Agenda Item 9 – Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
Councillor C. Finch – Agenda Item 7 – Correspondence – from ELDC re. a. Village Ventures Competition 2007, c. Planning Appeal by Mrs. E.A. Lawrence, Land at Cistercian Cottage, Stewton Lane, Louth and g. Community Grants.  Agenda Item 9 – Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.  Agenda Item 8 Hubbards Hills Byelaws as the Chairman of the ELDC Hubbards Hills Committee.
Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson – Agenda Item 7 – Correspondence – from LCC re. d. Louth Community Travel Zone – Forum and Workshop Feedback, e. Statement of Community Involvement, f. Lincolnshire Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund – as a member of LCC.
Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP – Agenda Item 6 – Planning Applications – (14) N/105/00898/07 – 4 Michael Foale Lane, Louth, LN11 0GT – as a property owner in this vicinity.
Councillor A. Grist – Agenda Item 7 – Correspondence – from ELDC re. a. Village Ventures Competition 2007, c. Planning Appeal by Mrs. E.A. Lawrence, Land at Cistercian Cottage, Stewton Lane, Louth and g. Community Grants.  Agenda Item 8 – Hubbards Hills Byelaws and Agenda Item 9 – Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
Councillor T.F. Marris – Agenda Item 6 – Planning Applications – (8) N/105/00782/07 – Land rear of 2 Lee Street, Louth, Lincolnshire, (11) N/105/00727/07 – 57 Northgate, Louth, LN11 0LY, (12) N/105/00755/07 – 57 Northgate, Louth, LN11 0LY and (14) N/105/00898/07 – 4 Michael Foale Lane, Louth, LN11 0GT – as they have all been customers in his business.
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders – Agenda Item 6 – Planning Applications - (8) N/105/00782/07 – Land rear of 2 Lee Street, Louth, Lincolnshire and Agenda Item 7 – Correspondence – a. from Mr. J. Makinson-Sanders of ELDC – re. Village Ventures Competition 2007 – as he is her son.



622. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 10th April 2007 were discussed, and approved for signing by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.


623. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that he had submitted to LCC the application to include the footpath between High Holme Road and Kiln Lane on the definitive map.  He thanked Councillors Mrs. M. Ottaway, Mrs. P.F. Watson and Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders for all their help in the collection of supporting evidence.  He then read out the covering letter sent with the application, for the Council’s information.  


624. Applications Received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/042407). It was resolved:

a. (1) 00401/07 – Consent to Display – Nottingham Building Society, 22-23 Market Place, Louth, LN11 9PD – To object on the grounds that signs in a Conservation Area should be made of wood and should be hand painted.

b. (3) 00668/07 – Planning Permission – Land at Riverhead Road, Louth, Lincolnshire – To object on the grounds that the design and height of this development is totally out of character with the built environment and this is a flood risk area.  The Council requests that this application be decided by the Development Control Committee.

c. (4) 00728/07 – Planning Permission – 6 St. Mary’s Lane, Louth, LN11 0DT – To strongly object on the grounds that the visual impact of this development will be unacceptable, the development is over intensive and will dwarf surrounding buildings.  The increase in traffic created by this development is unacceptable and thee is no provision for the storage of wheelie bins.  The Council requests that this application be decided by the Development Control Committee.

d. (5) 00729/07 – Consent to Display and (6) 00763/07 – Listed Building Consent – Lloyds TSB, 24 Mercer Row, Louth, LN11 9JH – To object on the grounds that signs in a Conservation Area should be wood and should be hand painted.

e. (9) 00784/07 – Outline Erection – Land at 270 Eastgate, Louth – To object.  The Town Council cannot support this application at this time as they have doubts about the access, feel that the proposed number of dwellings on the site is over intensive and that there is not enough provision of parking spaces.

f. (11) 00727/07 – Conservation Area Consent and (12) 00755/07 – Planning Permission – 57 Northgate, Louth, LN11 0LY – To support with the proviso that the correct materials be used in a Conservation Area and adequate parking provision be made.

g.  To support all remaining applications. 


625. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:

a. From: ELDC – re. Village Ventures Competition 2007 
To note the attached letter from Mr. J. Makinson-Sanders, Member Development Officer at ELDC.
b. From: Lincolnshire Police – re. Community and Safety Day Event
To note the attached letter from Andrea Cave and Laura Drew, PCSO’s @ Louth Station
c. From: ELDC – re. Planning Appeal by Mrs. E.A. Lawrence, Land at Cistercian Cottage, Stewton Lane, Louth
To note that further to ELDC’s decision to refuse planning permission reference N/105/02471/06 – Erection of a detached dwelling with an integral double garage.  The appellant has appealed to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions.  Any comments that the Town Council made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, should the Town Council wish to withdraw its comments or make any additional comments three copies of these should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.
d. From: LCC – re. Louth Community Travel Zone – Forum and Workshop Feedback.
To note the attached letter from Richard Blackler, Head of Technical Services at LCC.
e. From: LCC – re. Statement of Community Involvement
To note the documents and questionnaire received from LCC.  (Tabled).

f. From: LCC – re. Lincolnshire Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund
To note the attached letter from Richard Belfield, Assistant Director for Sustainable Communities.
g. From: ELDC – re. ELDC’s Community Grants
To note the attached letter and nominate two representatives to attend on behalf of the Town Council.
It was RESOLVED that Councillors Mrs. M. Ottaway and D. Skinner should be the Town Council representatives at ELDC Community Grant Meetings.

626. Hubbards Hills Byelaws
The Committee considered a document that had been circulated with the agenda.  It was agreed that this document was not the Byelaws perse but an interpretation of the original Byelaws into more understandable language.  It was noted by Councillor G.C. Lindsay that a number of referrals to Louth Town Council were made in the document.  However, he thought that as the Byelaws were made in 1907 and Louth Town Council did not exist then, these references should probably read Louth Borough Council.  He opined that, as Louth Borough Council eventually became East Lindsey District Council, following the 1974 re-organisation of government, East Lindsey District Council should also have some input into the imposition of Byelaws at Hubbards Hills.  Councillor C. Finch suggested that Louth Town Council ask for advice from ELDC and the Police regarding which Byelaws to impose and how to implement them.  It was RESOLVED that this item should be deferred to a future agenda of the new Town Council. 
627. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following planning decisions made by the District Council that were contrary to the recommendations of the Town Council:
a. ELDC have refused planning permission for N/105/00242/07 – 5 Quarry Road, Louth, LN11 9HX – Two storey extension to an existing dwelling to provide a kitchen/dining room with an additional bedroom and a bathroom over, existing single storey kitchen and bathroom to be removed.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting of 27th February 2007, Minute 501c.
b. ELDC have given consent to display an advertisement for N/105/00216/07 – Lloyds TSB Bank Plc., 13 Eastgate, Louth, LN11 9NB – consent to display 2 no. non-illuminated wall mounted lettering and logo each 0.37m x 1.75m and 3.47m from the ground to the top of the sign and 1 no. non-illuminated projecting sign 0.74m x 0.6m and 3.97m from the ground to the top of the sign at an existing bank premises.  Louth Town Council objected to this application at its meeting of 13th March 2007 Minute 527 b.

Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP thanked the retiring Town Clerk and her fellow Councillors, especially those who would/might not be returning to the Council after the imminent elections for the hard work they had put in over the last four years and wished them well in the future.

This section of the meeting closed at 9.15pm

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
628. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor G.C. Lindsay had nothing to report.  However, he invited the Mayor to speak on behalf of the Art Restoration Working Group.  The Mayor first invited Councillor T.F. Marris to make a short statement.  

Councillor Marris told the Committee that members of the Art Restoration Working Group had visited the studio of Kiffy Stainer-Hutchins on Tuesday 17th April 2007 to view the Panorama.  He reported that he had been very pleasantly surprised by the restoration results.  He said that there is a lot more on the painting than the Council knew.  



The Mayor read out a letter that had been sent to Dian Hall Conservation from the Town Clerk at the behest of Louth Town Council.  In essence the letter thanked the company storing the painting but made it clear that our understanding was that any costs relating to the operation would be borne by that company.  The letter went on to state that the Town Council would not meet the storage bill.  The Mayor told Councillors that so far no response had been received.  The Mayor then reminded the Council that Mr. Vost, whom Louth Town Council had commissioned to value the ‘Trial of Stafford’, had been refused entry to carry out this task on several occasions.  She said that his reputation had also be called into question by Dian Hall and he had written to ICON, the body of which Dian Hall is a member, and had informally complained about her.  The Mayor read out an e-mail from the Chief Executive of ICON which said that if a formal complaint were to be made it should either be done by Mr. Vost and supported by Louth Town Council or vice versa.  The e-mail said that a joint complaint might become too confused.  The Mayor asked the Committee for its views.  A discussion ensued in which Councillor G.C. Lindsay opined that if a complaint were to be made it should come from Louth Town Council and the Town Clerk pointed out that if a complaint were pursued through ICON it might obviate the need for legal action.  It was RESOLVED that no action should be taken until Monday 30th April.  Then, if no reply had been received to the aforementioned letter the Town Clerk should telephone Dian Hall and ascertain if she had received it.  If she confirms receipt he should ascertain if she intends to respond.  If she intends to respond that she accepts the situation, he should thank her and let the matter be at an end.  If, however, she responds that she will not release the painting to the Council until her invoice for storage is paid, he is to contact the Mayor with this information and the question of launching a complaint with ICON is to be further considered by Council.


629. Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interests. 


630. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 10th April 2007 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting subject to the amendment agreed at Minute 616.


631. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.

632. Finance
The Committee received the schedule of payments made between 1st December 2006 and 30th March 2007 and the schedules of expenditure and income for the year to 31st March 2007 for General Purposes and Finance and Cemetery.  The committee noted that the figures are not the final figures for the year, because they do not allow for Creditors and Debtors.  Councillor G.C. Lindsay informed the Committee that he had arranged for the purchase and installation of the Rural Business Solutions ‘Omega’ accounting system at an initial cost of £1,115 plus £220 per annum for ‘hotline’ support and updates.  He said that he and the Town Clerk’s Secretary had visited Welton by Lincoln, had viewed the software in action and had been very impressed.  He said he had subsequently spoken to two other Councils who had the software both of which were very happy with it.  The Council RESOLVED to support the above acquisitions.  Councillor Lindsay then reported that, on the basis of information that had subsequently become available, the outcome of 2006/07 could now be expected to be more favourable than had been estimated at Budget time, and it was recommended that the balance, estimated at £1,989 on Quality Council (18) be carried forward to 2007/08 out of which the initial cost of ‘Omega’ could be paid.  This was RESOLVED.  Councillor Lindsay then detailed recent discussions of FOG and it was further RESOLVED that:
a. following a request for two replacement bins along the towpath at Riverhead the Council should contribute towards these as long as the cost does not exceed the £354 in the earmarked reserve category 330 Cleaning and Litter.  
b. following a letter from the Lincolnshire Playing Fields Association asking for financial support Louth Town Council should ask them to apply, in the usual way, for a grant out of the 2007/08 Budget.  
c. a grant of £300 should be made to Louth and District Scout Council from the 2006/07 funds left over in the 13 Grants Section 137.  
d. a letter from the Chamber of Business regarding the maintenance of Louth’s Christmas Lights should be deferred to the new Council.  
e. The report from the then RFO regarding the grants procedure for 2007/08 should be referred to the new Council.
633. The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M. Finch thanked Councillors and the Town Clerk for working with her to do their best for the town of Louth.  She wished the Town Clerk a healthy and happy retirement.  
This section of the meeting closed at 9.44pm.


Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

CEMETERY COMMITTEE

634. Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman, Councillor J.P. Dean informed the Committee that he had visited the Cemetery on Saturday 21st April and had been disappointed by its appearance.  He said the island looked a little scruffy and all of the grass could do with a cut.  The Town Clerk reported that he had received a complaint via Councillors Mrs. M. Ottaway and C. Finch that the grass around the grave of Mrs. C. Henderson’s husband very badly needed cutting.  He said that this particular part of the Cemetery was not cut by Service Team but by the Cemetery Staff.  He said he had spoken to the Cemetery Superintendent, Mr. A. Banks, who was very embarrassed at the state of the grass but who had told the Town Clerk that due to having had seven interments in the last two weeks he had not had time to attend to it.  The Town Clerk informed the Committee that he had instructed Mr. Banks to liaise with the foreman of Service Team with a view to having them cut this section of the grass as well.  Failing that, he said he had authorised the Cemetery Staff to work overtime to rectify the situation.  Finally, he reported that Mrs. Henderson had rung the Town Clerk and had praised the Council’s quick and sympathetic response.  


635. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared.
636. Minutes of the Meeting

The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 10th April 2007 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.


637. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.


638. 2007 Cemetery Fees Increase
The Committee considered the schedule of proposed fee increases.  The Town Clerk informed the Committee that he had raised the fees by 10% this year in an attempt to bring them in line with other towns of similar size to Louth.  He said he felt that they should continue to be raised by 10% for the next couple of years until they were on a par with other towns and then they should be raised by the rate of inflation.  It was RESOLVED to accept the schedule of proposed fee increases for 2007 and the idea that fees should be raised by 10% in 2008/09.
This section of the meeting closed at 9.56pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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