
  04-22-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 22nd  APRIL 2008 
Present
Mrs. E. Ballard JP (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley was also present.

632. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A. Gardner-Clarke. This was approved by the Council.

633. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP, informed Councillors that the GP Commissioning Cluster were to give a presentation and take questions on their proposals for Louth County Hospital on Tuesday 6th May 2008. Councillors were reminded that they had received the consultation packs at a previous meeting.
The Chairman also informed Councillors that Agenda Item 4) would not take place.

634. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.  Councillor Finch reserved his right to speak on any planning applications which affected his ward. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence c. from ELDC re. planning appeal N/105/01176/07, d. and e. Lincs Building Consultancy re Street naming and f. from ELDC re. Planning application N/105/02068/07 to be presented to Planning Committee 24th April 2008 – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Proposed work to trees – 61 Broadbank – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Taxi and Private Hire Licensing Consultation – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence c. from ELDC re. planning appeal N/105/01176/07, d. and e. Lincs Building Consultancy re Street naming and f. from ELDC re. Planning application N/105/02068/07 to be presented to Planning Committee 24th April 2008 – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment. .
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Proposed work to trees – 61 Broadbank – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Taxi and Private Hire Licensing Consultation – as a member of ELDC
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.15) Correspondence a. from ELDC re. ELDC Council Meeting Agenda – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
c. Councillor Mrs. P Watson

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence a. from LCC Temporary Traffic Restrictions A16/A157, b. from LCC Temporary Traffic Restrictions Local Specialty Markets, c. from ELDC re. planning appeal N/105/01176/07, d. and e. Lincs Building Consultancy re Street naming and f. from ELDC re. Planning application N/105/02068/07 to be presented to Planning Committee 24th April 2008 – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Proposed work to trees – 61 Broadbank – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Lincolnshire Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund as a member of LCC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Taxi and Private Hire Licensing Consultation – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.

d. Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Application (1) as a neighbour of the applicant.

e. Councillor T. Marris

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Application (3) as an acquaintance of the applicant.

f. Councillor A. Leonard

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Application (8) as an acquaintance of the applicant.

g. Councillor F. Treanor

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Application (9) as a Governor of Monks Dyke Technology College. 

635. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 8th April 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
636. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley reported:

a. That a meeting had taken place at the High Holme Road exit point of the Kiln Lane ‘footpath’ with a planning enforcement officer of ELDC to establish whether any planning application contraventions had occurred. The officer from ELDC had now been asked to make the same enquiries of two new build properties on Kiln Lane where a newly erected fence now crosses the ‘footpath’. The Town Clerk will report back any developments at future meetings.
637. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/04/08/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (2) N/105/00610/08 - Planning Permission – Admiral Taverns Ltd - Conversion of, refurbishments and alterations to existing public house, functions rooms, and letting rooms, which is a listed building, to include alterations to provide a smoking shelter and the provision of a glass atrium over alleyway linking the main two sections of the existing building, and provision of a new path, demolish rear entrance porch doorway - Kings Head Hotel, 10 Mercer Row. Supported with conditions: External details, materials and finishes to be appropriate to Conservation Area 
b. (5) N/105/0857/08 – Consent to Display - Wilkinson Group - 1 no. fascia sign with illuminated lettering and halo at existing premises - Former Kwiksave, 124 Eastgate - Object : Against LTC policy to permit illuminated signage within the conservation area.
c. (9) PL\ 0035\ 08 - Partial Retrospective Application Additional Information - Application to construct two storey vocational centre. Additional information provided - Louth Cordeaux School - OBJECT: Councillors again deplored the lack of planning process and noted that in addition to the application being retrospective the residents had since been consulted and none of the suggested improvements were being carried out to the standards required. There are a great number of features that could cause a reduction in amenities to residents including the siting of the skip and mortar mixer, location of parking facilities, hours of access / operation, non permanent treatment to glazing, non treatment to glazing in areas of overlooking (cyber cafe). There is also thought to be an inadequate assessment of the predicted levels of noise disturbance from vocational activities and building ventilation methods. It has been noted that the confirmed hours are now also far in excess of the original proposals and could cause considerable nuisance to neighbouring properties. It is of particular note that the domestic properties most affected, namely those on Holmes Close are not indicated on any of the plan drawings.
d. To support all remaining applications.
Councillor F. Treanor left the room while planning application (9) PL\0035\08 – Wolds Vocational College was discussed.
638. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
a. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Traffic Restriction – Location: B1520 London Road, Louth (from a point 350 metres North of A16/A157 roundabout for 390 metres in a Northerly direction – Period: Monday 21st April 2008 to Monday 16th June 2008 (approx 7 days during this period) – Reason: Essential maintenance works – Alternative route: N/A.
b. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – Reason: Local speciality markets – Location: 1) Louth Cornmarket, 2) Louth Cornmarket and Mercer Row (Upgate to Market Place) (Louth closures to include Taxi Rank area for Health and Safety reasons) and 3) Horncastle Market Place (road adjacent) – Period: 1) 4th May 2008, 2) Sunday 26th October and 21st December 2008 and 3) Monday 5th May 2008 – Alternative route: to be signposted.
c. From: ELDC - Re: Planning Appeal by Mrs. H.M. Vickers, Land West of 95 Keddington Road, Louth.  To note that further to ELDC’s decision to refuse planning permission reference N/105/01176/07 – Erection of 1 no. house, provision of car parking spaces.  The appellant has appealed to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions.  Any comments that the Town Council made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, should the Town Council wish to withdraw its comments or make any additional comments three copies of these should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  LTC objected to this application on 24th July 2007.
d. From: Lincs Building Consultancy – Re: Street Naming off Eastfield Road, Louth.  Committee to note the attached map.
e. From: Lincs Building Consultancy – Re: Street Naming and Numbering at Riverhead, Louth.  Committee to note that its suggestion for the above of Stanley Close has been implemented.
f. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/02068/07 – Mrs. K. Harris – Land at 10 Victoria Road, Louth.  Notification that this application will be presented to the Planning Committee on 24th April 2008 at 2pm.  Should you wish to speak at the meeting please liaise with the Town Clerk.  Louth Town Council objected on the grounds of over-intensification on site.  Additional traffic to busy road and they acknowledged the improved design.

639. Proposed Work to Trees
Committee had no comments regarding the work on the proposed tree work detailed below:
At: 61 Broadbank, Louth which is within the Conservation Area - Details: Fell one Lawson’s Cypress tree – Reason: Size (copy map attached).

640. Lincolnshire Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund
Committee noted that a letter had been received from LCC regarding the above explaining that funding is available for the next financial year (2008/09) and asking for the Council’s support in publicising it.

641. Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Licensing Consultation Meeting
Councillor J.E. Gains reported following the above meeting held on 16th April 2008 that the items discussed included new driver training, training for assisting the disabled, and frequency of inspection of vehicles. He reported that a liaison group was to be set up between the private sector, ELDC and LCC (Highways) to discuss future proposals including the possible re-siting of the taxi rank and the policing of the Town Centre weight restrictions.

642. Fairtrade Town Group
Councillor K.S. Sharp reported following a meeting of the above held on 8th April 2008 that Louth originally gained Fairtrade status as the first of four towns in Lincolnshire, and that the group would not only be supporting global initiatives but locally based issues such as the reduction in the transportation of foodstuffs.

643. You’ve Been Fired Up

Councillors Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and D.E. Wing tabled a report following the above held on 9th / 
10th April and stated that the course had been very intensive but invaluable in the knowledge and 
contacts that had been made. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders informed the committee that ELDC 
were to make an application to join the Action for Market Towns Group.

644. Intergenerational Partnership 
Councillor F.W.P. Treanor reported that he had attended a meeting of the above held on 10th April 2008 which he and all the participants had found very enjoyable. 

645. Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)
Committee granted access to Hubbards Hills for a botanical survey to be undertaken by a company called Ecology Consultation (commissioned by ELDC re. LDF includes land in public and private ownership).  The committee noted that if the sites are considered to be still important for wildlife they will be given the new name Local Wildlife Site (LWS), as part of the LDF. A SNCI/LWS designation has no legal implications or protection but is recognized as a locally important site for wildlife.

646. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council Decision which was at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations. 
a. ELDC – have refused Planning Permission to N/105/00287/08 – Erection of a pair of semi-detached houses, erection of a brick wall to a maximum height of 1.8 metres, erection of a brick wall with iron railings to a maximum height of 1.4 metres, construction of a vehicular access, and provision of parking spaces, existing detached garage on site to be removed.  Site at Albion Place, Louth.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting on 26th February 2008.  ELDC reasons – the proposed dwellings as a result of their siting, relationship to neighbouring residential property and the position of proposed principle windows would have an unacceptable impact on the living conditions of the occupiers of flats at Elizabeth Court and dwelling to the north resulting in a loss of privacy and amenity.  The proposal fails to demonstrate that the form, scale, siting proportions, grouping and detailing of the proposed development would preserve the character and appearance of the adjacent conservation area.  

b. ELDC have refused Planning Permission to N/105/00440/08 – Erection of 2 no. dwellings linked by the provision of an integral single garage.  Plots 9 and 10 rear of 70 Eastfield Road, Louth.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting on 11th March 2008.  ELDC reasons – The proposed pair of semi-detached houses, in the opinion of the Local Planning Authority, would be inappropriate and undesirable by reason of their siting, scale and design which would lead to a cramped development with a lack of private amenity space surrounding the properties resulting in a detrimental impact on the streetscene.  Proposals are therefore contrary to Policy A5 and H12 of the East Lindsey Local Plan Alteration 1999 and Policy S8 of the Lincolnshire Structure Plan 2006.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.Signed_______________________ (Chairman)  Dated_________________________
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