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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 11TH march 2008
Present

Councillor B. Burnett (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, A. Gardner-Clarke, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, A.M. Lione, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, D.E. Wing and B.R. Williamson 
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

567. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J.P. Dean and J.R. Macdonald (Mayor).  These were approved by the Council.

568. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett had no remarks to make.

569. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett 
Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC. The Chair will be handed over to the Vice-Chairman and Councillor Burnett will opt to leave the room should ELDC be brought into the discussion.
b.   Councillor C. Finch

Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) and 8) as a member of ELDC and Chairman of The Joint Advisory Committee for Hubbards Hills
570. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 26th February 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


571. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had no remarks to make.


572. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following item of correspondence:

a. From: Louth Civic Trust – Re Hubbards Hills 

573. T.W. Wallis Watercolours
The Committee discussed the request from the Louth Naturalists’, Antiquarian and Literary Society and RESOLVED that whilst access to the Mayors Parlour was acceptable to view the watercolours by the artist it would not grant permission for digital images to be taken.

Councillor F.W.P Treanor took the Chair for the next agenda item

574. Hubbards Hills
Councillor A. Leonard J.P. read out a personal statement relating to Hubbards Hills and his views on recent events and meetings. Councillor A. Leonard J.P. then apprised the committee of the unanimous recommendation from the Hubbards Hills Working Group that legal guidance be sought as to the proposals by ELDC. It was RESOLVED that a Barrister should be engaged to seek initial advice, and that this should be limited to a maximum of £1800 for which 3 quotations should be received. It was further RESOLVED that an acknowledgement of the letter received from ELDC regarding a future meeting should be sent deferring the proposal , but that the Liaison Meeting scheduled for 9th April 2008 should go ahead with a request that the Leader of ELDC should be present at those discussions.

Councillor B.Burnett took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.

575. Art Restoration Working Group
Councillor A. Leonard updated the Committee with the recommendations of the Art Restoration Working Group regarding the painting entitled ‘Trial of Strafford’. The Committee heard that the painting has been attributed to Thomas Wolnoth as the artist, records for whom show that only one previous painting has been offered for sale in 1994 achieving £5,000 being resold at a later date for £1,700. He made the committee aware of other issues such as the Health and Safety implications of re-hanging the painting, its current condition, and the unfavourable conditions in relation to its location. The painting holds no connection to Louth other than it was donated by a former Mayor.

Councillor Leonard put forward the options available to the Committee :

i) That the painting be restored at a future cost to Louth Town of approximately £30,000.
ii) That the painting be re-hung and allowed to deteriorate further.
iii)That an offer of making the painting a gift to the nation proposed by Malcolm Hay, Curator to the House of Lords. Due to the subject matter, the painting is of interest for addition to the large format works already hanging in public areas in the House of Lords. Their Arts Committee propose to restore the painting, attribute the gift to Louth Town Council and provide a small replica to be hung in Louth Town Hall. All legal costs regarding the transfer would be covered by the House of Lords under this arrangement. This offer would be on condition that the painting would never be sold and if no longer required would be offered back to Louth Town Council. 

The committee RESOLVED to accept option iii) and that this should be acknowledged by the Town Clerk who would also inform the solicitor to the Town Council regarding a transfer contract. The Committee thanked the Art group for their efforts in securing this option.

576. 
Christmas Lights
Councillor T. Marris proposed that a letter of intent be sent to the Louth Chamber of Business regarding the ownership, maintenance and the Switch On ceremony of the Christmas Lights. It was RESOLVED that a letter should be sent to the Louth Chamber of Business stating that Louth Town Council would take over responsibility for the Christmas Lights and the arrangements for the Switch On ceremony.

577. Action for Market Towns
Committee discussed the membership and requested that the Town Clerk ascertain whether ELDC may have membership taken out by the Market Towns Group that covers Louth Town Council and to bring this item back to a future agenda .

578. Finance
Committee received and approved
a.
the Schedule of Income and Expenditure between 1st April 2007 and 31st December 2007
b.
the Schedule of payments made between 1st October 2007 and 31st December 2007

The meeting closed at 9.47pm
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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