
  02-26-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 26TH FEBRUARY 2008 
Present
T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, A. Gardner-Clarke, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and B.R. Williamson 

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

There were several members of the public present.  Four spoke as follows:

· Dr. Peter Huke spoke on behalf of the Friends of Hubbards Hills and urged the Council to conduct a thorough review of the options before accepting the responsibilities of Hubbards Hills.
· Mr. Roger White asked the Council if there was anything that they could do to deter the public from parking on grass verges in the town.  The Council agreed to make the issue a future agenda item.
· Mr. Tony Wright spoke about his objections to planning application (3) N/105/00147/08 – 6 St. Mary’s Lane.
· Mr. Brian Shaw spoke about the lack of street cleaning in the town.  Councillors’ suggested that he contact his District Councillor and Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway offered to help him as one of his Town Council ward representatives.
· Mrs. O’Malley spoke about her objections to the proposed parking restrictions near/at Quarryside.  

510. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP and D.E. Wing.  These were approved by the Council.

511. Chairman’s Remarks
In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP, the Vice Chairman, Councillor T.F. Marris took the Chair.  He had no remarks to make.

512. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.  Councillor Finch reserved his right to speak on any planning applications which affected his ward. 

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence a. and b. from ELDC re. Planning Applications N/105/02989/07 and N/105/03125/07 – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Publications from ELDC – re. Agenda for next District Council meeting – as a member of ELDC
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Proposed Funfair – Northgate (East) Car Park – as a member of ELDC
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Scrutiny Committee Review of Planning Enforcement Call for Written Evidence – as a member of ELDC

vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC

vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 17) Louth Area Committee – as a member of ELDC

viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 20) Hubbards Hills – as the Chairman of the Joint Advisory Committee
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence a. and b. from ELDC re. Planning Applications N/105/02989/07 and N/105/03125/07 – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for Built Environment.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Publications from ELDC – re. Agenda for next District Council meeting – as a member of ELDC
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Proposed Funfair – Northgate (East) Car Park – as a member of ELDC
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Scrutiny Committee Review of Planning Enforcement Call for Written Evidence – as the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 17) Louth Area Committee – as a member of ELDC
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 20) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC
c. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence a. and b. from ELDC re. Planning Applications N/105/02989/07 and N/105/03125/07 – as a member of ELDC
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Publications from ELDC – re. Agenda for next District Council meeting – as a member of ELDC
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Proposed Funfair – Northgate (East) Car Park – as a member of ELDC
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Louth, Mercer Row – Proposed Amendments to Traffic Regulation Orders – as a member of LCC
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Louth, Quarryside/Upgate Junction – Proposed Waiting Restrictions – as a member of LCC
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Scrutiny Committee Review of Planning Enforcement Call for Written Evidence – as a member of ELDC
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC
ix. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 17) Louth Area Committee – as a member of ELDC
x. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 19) Public Consultation – Joint Municipal Waste Strategy for Lincolnshire
xi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 20) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC
d. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (5) 00204/08 – 25 George Street – as an acquaintance of the applicants.
e. Councillor K. Sharp
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Street Collections – as the Vice Chairman of the Multiple Sclerosis Society
f. Councillor T.F. Marris
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (2) 00145/08 – Plot 48 Tattershall Way and (8) 03323/07 – Plots 67 and 68 Bolingbroke Road – as the applicants are customers at his Carpet Shop
513. Presentation by Christina Lang of the WRVS regarding the Louth Home From Hospital Scheme
Christina Lang explained that the Louth Home from Hospital Scheme has been funded by Help the Aged and Henry Smith and that it has been launched to help older and vulnerable people from being re-admitted into hospital.  She said that volunteers are needed in all areas of Louth and in a 20 mile radius to help:

a. Prepare a home for when a client is discharged from hospital

b. With shopping, form filling, letter writing

c. Collect prescriptions, library books

d. Transport to GP’s, hairdressers, clinics and hospitals

e. Transport to visit friends and family

f. Provide companionship

g. Provide care and encouragement, giving information and advice on other services in the community

h. On outings and with social activities

She explained that the service cannot do any work that is done by any other organisations or services such as housework or personal care.  Finally, she explained that the service will be available to people who are referred to the project by the hospital Community Discharge Team and volunteers will work with one individual initially for 4 to 6 weeks.  Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson declared a personal interest in this item as a member of the Health Scrutiny Committee for Lincolnshire and the Rural Housebound Books organisation.  She went on to enquire as to whether the service would be available to people who first left hospital and spent some time at Crowtree House before being sent home.  Ms Lang assured her, that the service would be available to such people, on being sent home, if they were referred to the scheme by Crowtree House.  Volunteers should contact the Project Manager on 01507 608433 or 07714898552 or write to WRVS, Louth Home from Hospital, County Hospital Louth, High Holme Road, Louth, LN11 0EU.


514. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 5th February 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
515. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had no remarks to make.

516. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/02/26/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (2) 00145/08 - Planning Permission - Mr. S. Rodden, Mr. A. Cooper and Mr. T. Neal - Plot 48, Tattershall Way - Supported with the condition of suitable boundary treatment
b. (3) 00147/08 - Planning Permission – Mr. S. Grant - 6 St. Mary’s Lane - Object on the grounds of overmassing on plot, design not in keeping with the street scene and inappropriate for locality, insufficient parking and access width for potential number of vehicles.
c. (4) 00160/08 Planning Permission – Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd-Jones - Land adjoining 20 Keddington Road - Object on the grounds of visual loss of green space, health and safety ~ visual obstruction to vehicles using junction.
d. To support all remaining applications.
517. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
a. From: ELDC – Re: Planning Application N/105/02989/07 – Mr. I. Norton – 77 Upgate, Louth.  Notification that further to our recent correspondence this application was withdrawn on 25th January 2008.
b. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/03125/07 – Telephone Exchange, Chequergate, Louth – (copy letter attached).
c. From: The Post Office – Re: Area Plan Supplementary Decision Booklet, East Yorkshire with Bassetlaw and North Lincolnshire.  Councillors to note that the Area Plan Supplementary Decision Booklet is available to view in the office.  However, this does not contain any new information about Louth.
d. From: Meridian Links – Re: Louth Town Plan – Committee to receive a progress report from Meridian Links and should note the results of the Love It, Hate It survey, also attached.

518. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publications had been received and were available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. From: Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership - Re. The REEL Project: Recreation and Environmental Enhancements in Lincolnshire
b. From: The East Lindsey and Boston Quality of Life Group – Re: Their Action Plan
e. From: ELDC - Re: Agenda for next District Council meeting taking place on 27th February at 6.30pm at Council Chamber, Tedder Hall.

519. Proposed Funfair – Northgate (East) Car Park 
The Committee RESOLVED to support the application to ELDC from Mr. Pearson to site the funfair at the above location from 13th May until 19th May. 

520. LALC Open Forum
The Committee RESOLVED that:
a. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders should attend the first LALC forum taking place on Thursday 13th March from 7.15pm at Faldingworth Memorial Hall, and
b. That she should be reimbursed for any travel expenses/out of pocket expenses incurred.
521. Louth, Mercer Row – Proposed Amendments to Traffic Regulation Orders
The Committee noted a letter and map from LCC regarding the above and RESOLVED that:
a. A strongly worded letter to LCC complaining about the lack of consultation with the Town Council resulting in a scheme led by a County Council member  be sent containing such comments as:

i. The connection between Pawnshop Passage and Little Butcher Lane be marked by a dropped crossing on Pawn Shop Passage side and lining on Little Butcher Lane side.
ii. How is the scheme to be policed?
iii. Review of bus routing through the town with a view to making Mercer Row one way

iv. Policing of access to town centre by weight restricted vehicles

v. Introduction of red lining

vi. Review of timing of surveys and issuing of results 
b. Scheme be accepted with the condition that the experimental period be reduced to a maximum of 12 months.

c. Mr. I. Mickleburgh be requested to provide feedback on the success or otherwise of this scheme within the trial period


522. Louth, Quarryside/Upgate Junction – Proposed Waiting Restrictions
The Committee considered a letter and map from LCC regarding the above and RESOLVED to object to the proposals due to the lack of consultation both with residents of Quarryside and with the Town Council.

523. Heat Rays Radio
The Committee received a letter and questionnaire from Heat Rays Radio and RESOLVED to authorise the Town Clerk to respond on behalf of the Town Council and that Councillors should respond as individuals.

524. Scrutiny Committee Review of Planning Enforcement Call for Written Evidence
The Committee considered a letter regarding the above from ELDC and RESOLVED that should any Councillor wish to bring to the attention of ELDC any enforcement issues, be they good or bad, they should pass their written comments to the Town Clerk and provide written evidence where available.

525. Street Collection
The Committee RESOLVED to support ELDC’s authorisation of the following street collections:
a. NSPCC Louth Branch – Saturday 10th May 2008

b. Louth and District Multiple Sclerosis Society – 21st June 2008

c. The Foundation for the Study of Infant Deaths – 29th March 2008


526. Louth Area Committee
The Committee noted that the next Louth Area Committee meeting will take place on 18th March 2008 at Legbourne Village Hall from 7.30pm and it was RESOLVED to propose that the following items be added to its agenda: a) Street Cleaning, b) Quarryside/Upgate Junction – Proposed Waiting Restrictions – minimising parking problems at Quarryside by opening the Cattle Market.


527. River Lud Liaison Group – Progress Report
The Committee received a progress report from the Environment Agency and noted that the Environment Agency are continuing to try to raise public awareness of registering with Flood Warnings Direct by promoting Flood Awareness with a stand at Northgate (East) Car Park on 5th March 2008.  It was RESOLVED that the Mayor should raise the following questions at the next River Lud Liaison Group meeting:

a. What work is the Environment Agency doing to the East of the town past Ticklepenny Lock to clear the river to help flood water to escape?

b. Will repair work to the barrel sided lock which is crumbling be considered?

It was further RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to the conservation officer at ELDC and ask for advice regarding the actions that can be taken over the repair of the barrel sided lock.


528. Public Consultation – Joint Municipal Waste Strategy for Lincolnshire
The Committee considered the above consultation document as completed by the Town Clerk on behalf of the Town Council and RESOLVED to approve it for submission to LCC with the following added to the end of part 8: “and reduce waste (excess packaging).  Standardise range of recycling carried out by borough Councils”.  It was further RESOLVED that:

a. Those Town Councillors who are also District Councillors should enquire of ELDC as to where Louth’s waste is disposed of and bring the answer back to the next meeting; and

b. The Waste Services Team should be invited to give another presentation to the Town Council in the near future.


529. Hubbards Hills
Councillor A. Leonard reported that he, the Mayor, Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and the Town Clerk had put together a letter in response to Mr. N. Howells proposals and recent visit, as asked to by Councillors.  He explained that the letter had been sent without prejudice and merely enquired about the possibilities.  He informed the Committee that should they wish they could view a copy of the letter in the office.  He went on to say that the minutes of 1974 supplied by ELDC state that ELDC were to take over Hubbards Hills because Louth Town Council did not have sufficient resources both financial and operational.  He said that the situation has not changed and in his opinion ELDC’s current proposals to hand back Hubbards Hills to Louth Town Council constitutes a breach of contract.  He informed the Committee that a contract does not have to be written down to be a contract.  He informed the Committee that he had that day taken the advice of a barrister who had opined that there is a case to answer.  Councillor Leonard asked the Council to consider taking proper legal advice.

It was RESOLVED that:
a.  A working group consisting of Councillors D.E. Wing, A. Gardner-Clarke, Mrs. P.F. Watson, A. Leonard, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M.W. Finch and the Town Clerk be formed
b. That the Mayor should always have a place on the working group 
c. Should the current Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald wish to remain on the working group after the end of his/her term of office, the Council should resolve upon this at its first meeting following the Election of Mayor meeting
d. The working group should have no powers to resolve upon issues itself and must make recommendations to the Council
e. The working group should report back to Council, in writing, as frequently as possible
f. The remit of the working group should be to gather all relevant facts both financial and operational,  produce a business plan and consider recommending that the Council take legal advice, should they deem it necessary.

530. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council Decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations. 
a. ELDC have given Full Planning Permission to N/105/03125/07 for the siting of a 0.3 diameter dish antenna, mounted on wall of existing building to a height of 12 metres above ground level – Telephone Exchange, Chequergate, Louth.  Louth Town Council objected to this application at its meeting of 8th January 2008.  ELDC’s reasons are as noted in the letter attached to this agenda concerning agenda item 8. Correspondence, section b.
b. ELDC have approved the removal or variance of a condition relating to N/105/02868/07 to remove condition no. 6. ‘No new waste or soil pipes or meter boxes shall be visible on the front side elevations of the development hereby permitted’ as imposed on Planning Permission Reference Number N/105/01372/06 – Land rear of 16 South Street, Spital Hill, Louth.  Louth Town Council objected to this application at its meeting of 8th January 2008.  ELDC’s reasons (abbreviated) are that subject to compliance with the condition attached to the permission, the proposed development would be in accordance with the development plan, would not materially harm the character of the area, or the living conditions of neighbouring occupiers and would be acceptable in all other planning considerations.
The meeting closed at 9.42pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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