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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 5TH FEBRUARY 2008
Present
The Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

There were 15 members of the public in attendance.  Two members of the public spoke, as follows:

· Mr. Stead apprised the Council of his and his neighbours objections to planning application (1) N/105/01642/07 – Land at County Hospital Louth


· Mr. Gawley apprised the Council of his objections to planning application (1) N/105/01642/07 – Land at County Hospital Louth

486. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J.P. Dean, A. Gardner-Clarke, A.M. Lione, F. Robertson and F.G. Coonghe.  These were approved by the Council.

487. Council Minutes
The Notes of the Town Council meeting held on 22nd January 2008 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

488. Committee Minutes
The Minutes of the following Committee Meetings were confirmed and signed as a correct record: 
a. Planning and Environment Committee – 8th January 2008
b. General Purposes and Finance Committee – 8th January 2008 

489. Reduction in Town Councillor Numbers
Councillor D.M. Skinner informed the Council that a number of people have raised the issue of reducing the number of Louth Town Councillors with him and he proposed that the Town Clerk be authorised to investigate the possibility with ELDC of reducing Town Council ward membership from 3 Councillors down to 2 Councillors at the next election.  He said that after elections the Town Council had repeatedly had to co-opt members due to a lack of volunteers to stand for election.  He also said that reducing the numbers might make debate at Council meetings more succinct and consequently shorten the length of meetings.  He was also of the opinion that cutting Councillor numbers would subsequently cut costs.




Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, T.F. Marris, D.E. Wing, Mrs. M. Ottaway and Mrs. P.F. Watson did not agree with Councillor D.M. Skinner’s reasons and felt that a reduction in numbers would be detrimental to the Council.  They were of the opinion that all Town Councillors are volunteers and are not paid, therefore, they do not ‘cost’ the town anything, a reduction in numbers would still not necessarily mean that in an election all places on the Council would be filled, in the event of Councillors’ absences from meetings difficulty might be experienced if the meeting was not quorate.  They pointed out that the White Paper which details devolution of powers from District to Town Council’s means that the Town Council will have to take on more responsibilities and thus the wider and more varied the knowledge brought to the table the better in order to facilitate the operation/implementation of the Town Council’s new responsibilities/powers.  

Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders was of the opinion that the Council should consider quality not quantity and urged Councillors not to dismiss Councillor Skinner’s proposal.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should take no action and should not investigate the possibility with ELDC of reducing Town Council ward membership from 3 Councillors down to 2 Councillors at the next election.  

490. Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor reported that he and the Mayoress had attended many functions in town since he had last reported including KEVIGS production of Singin’ in the Rain, the 1228 (Louth) Squadron’s Air Training Corps Dining in Night and the official opening of Interskill.  He enthused that Louth is awash with talent and organisations/groups that do a great deal of good.  He said that they are a credit to the town and he applauded them for their great efforts.  Finally, he read out a letter from Buckingham Palace which said:
“The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh send their warm thanks for your kind message of congratulations on their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.

Her Majesty and His Royal Highness much appreciate your thoughtfulness in writing as you did and, in return, send their best wishes to all concerned.”
The meeting closed at 7.51pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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