
  02-05-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 5TH FEBRUARY 2008 
Present
Mrs. E. Ballard JP (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

491. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J.P. Dean, A. Gardner-Clarke, A.M. Lione, F. Robertson and F.G. Coonghe.  These were approved by the Council.

492. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP had no remarks to make.

493. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.  Councillor Finch reserved his right to speak on any planning applications which affected his ward. 

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence b. from ELDC re. Planning Application N/105/03160/07 – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Hubbards Hills – as a member of the Joint Advisory Committee.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Lincolnshire Pathfinder – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.

b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence b. from ELDC re. Planning Application N/105/03160/07 – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Lincolnshire Pathfinder – as a member of the ELDC White Paper Working Group.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
c. Councillor A. Leonard
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (6) 03285/07 – Louth Golf Club – Crowtree Lane, Louth – as the owner of a catering establishment at Kenwick Park Golf Club
d. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC.  
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence a. from LCC re. Temporary Road Closures – as a member of LCC

iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence b. from ELDC re. Planning Application N/105/03160/07 – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Joint Municipal Waste Strategy for Lincolnshire (LCC Consultation) – as a member of LCC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Lincolnshire Pathfinder – as a member of ELDC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
e. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (8) PL/0180/07 – Monks’ Dyke Technology College – as a governor at Monks’ Dyke Technology College
f. Councillor E. Ballard JP

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (6) 03285/07 – Louth Golf Club – Crowtree Lane, Louth – as Lady Captain at Louth Golf Club 

494. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 22nd January 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
495. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley reminded Councillors that the Cordeaux School Consultation document recently emailed or posted to all Councillors was to be completed and returned to Cordeaux School by 14th February.  She informed Councillors that should they wish they could attend an open meeting on the subject taking place on 7th February 2008 at Cordeaux School.  The Town Clerk reported that further to her update at the meeting of 8th January on the Town Council’s application to LCC to place Kiln Lane on the definitive map she was still awaiting the Planning Enforcement Officers report.  Finally, she announced that an Environment Agency Liaison Group meeting would take place within the next two weeks.

496. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/02/05/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (1) N/105/01642/07 – Planning Permission – Chestnut Homes – Land at County Hospital - Unanimous Objection: No significant improvement from the original application - Over intensification/inadequate surface water management with existing drainage issues in locality/additional traffic on the local access roads/significant loss of amenity to existing residents. Request council meeting attendance of case officer.
b. (2) N/105/02068/07 - Planning Permission – Mrs. K. Harris – Land at 10 Victoria Road - Object on the grounds of over-intensification on site.  Additional traffic to busy road. Acknowledgement of improved design. 
c. (3) N/105/3028/07 - Planning Permission – Mr. S. Nicholson – Land West of Car Park, Newmarket - Repeated Objection no additional information provided: on the grounds that this development is piecemeal, has insufficient parking arrangements and will encourage on street parking, access on the brow of a hill is dangerous and the design in detrimental to the street scene in a Conservation Area. 
d. (4) N/105/03164/07 - Planning Permission – Ms J. Golding – Brackenfreya Woods, Brackenborough Road - Repeated Objection: Address correction only. Increased access to highway (over and above original non residential permission) / landscaping issues and proximity to industrial estate / neighbours objections / access to amenities and services / poor planning co-ordination.

e. (5) N/105/03205/07 - Planning Permission – Humberstone and Pulford Ltd – Plot 60, Bolingbroke Road - Supported: with condition of not allowing access to adjacent plots and allowing transfer of business. 

f. To support all remaining applications.
Councillor F.W.P. Treanor left the room while Planning Application (8) N/105/0180/07 was discussed.
497. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
a. From: LCC - Re: Temporary Road Closure – Locations: 1) Windsor Road (Belvoir Way to North Holme Road, 2) Belvoir Way (Junction of Warwick Road), 3) Eastgate (Westbound carriageway only) - Reason for closures: 1) and 2) Ongoing sewer installation works, 3) Construction of pedestrian refuge - Period of closure: 1) and 2) Closure originally started 21/5/07 and will now continue until 16/3/08, 3) 24/2/08 to 2/3/08 (approx. 3 days in this period) - Alternative Route: 1) and 2) local diversion routes will be signposted, 3) Church Street, Monks Dyke Road, St. Bernards Avenue, Eastgate and Vice Versa.
b. From ELDC – Re: Planning Application N/105/03160/07 – GBM UK – Bolingbroke Road, Louth – Extension to existing waste management facilities buildings to provide enhanced/additional internal waste processing and transfer space, erection of a canopy structure to house and operate a shredder, erection of palisade fencing to a maximum height of 2.4 metres, proposed gates and palisade fencing at access, siting and use of a baler, siting and use of a crusher, amendments to bay wall, retention of existing canopy structure, retention of waste storage bays, retention and operation of a trammel, storage of processed secondary aggregates, operation of machinery within the waste management facilities building whilst the roller shutter doors are open, storage of processed aggregates, construction of a vehicular access, retention and regularisation of the existing access. - Copy of ELDC’s letter of objection to LCC re. the above application received which in summary says the extension to the building and fencing is acceptable within the industrial site and as such will comply with policy A5.  The principle of this development is acceptable under Policy EMP1 as the site is within the industrial estate.  However, the County Council will need to address any adverse impact on the character of the area and nearby residents.  Objections have been received by a neighbour on behalf of others.  The application has been accompanied by a detailed noise assessment that has been assessed by the Council’s Environmental Protection Section who have questioned the findings of the noise assessment.  They have also questioned the acoustic properties of the 4 metre high boundary fence.  In view of these concerns it is considered that the development may have a harmful effect on the amenities of the adjoining residential properties.
c. From: The Planning Inspectorate – Re: N/105/02164/06 – 15 Queen Street, LN11 9AU – replacement of existing windows.  Notification that the appeal has been dismissed.

498. Hubbards Hills
The Committee discussed setting up a working group to formulate a business plan in relation to the Town Council’s possible takeover of Hubbards Hills.  In light of the fact that the Town Council had to date not received formal notification from ELDC of its intentions with regard to Hubbards Hills it was RESOLVED:
a. Not to form a new working group but to let the Joint Advisory Committee consisting of Councillors C. Finch, D.E. Wing, J.R. Macdonald, K. Sharp and A. Gardner-Clarke continue to perform as required until such time as it might become defunct; and
b. To request a meeting with the Chief Executive of ELDC and operational officers to discuss issues.

499. Post Boxes
The Committee noted that a member of the public had complained because she was unable to use the post box at the junction of South Street and Little South Street due to a pile of broken concrete in front of it blocking access.  The Committee were shown photographs on the projector of said post box.  It was RESOLVED that:
a. The Town Clerk be authorised to contact Royal Mail about the above issue; and
b. Members of the public suffering with problem post boxes should feel free to contact the Council

500. Public Consultation – Joint Municipal Waste Strategy for Lincolnshire
The Committee considered the above consultation document and it was RESOLVED that:

a. Councillors should fill in the consultation document as individuals and pass their responses to the Town Clerk by 21st February 2008
b. The Town Clerk should collate Councillors responses and fill in the consultation document on behalf of the Town Council
c. The completed consultation document should be put before the Committee at its meeting of 26th February 2008 for final ratification before submission to LCC by the deadline of 7th March 2008.

501. Lincolnshire Pathfinder
The Committee considered a letter from ELDC, a booklet from ELDC entitled ‘Committed to a thriving East Lindsey’ (both sent out with members agenda) and a tabled document entitled ‘Lincolnshire Pathfinder Bid - Pilot Models – East Lindsey Towns and Parishes and deliberated about whether they would be prepared to ‘sign up’ to supporting the commitments therein.  The Committee also discussed whether the current area committees are ‘fit for purpose’.  It was RESOLVED that the Committee required more information before completing the consultation document.  Therefore, they requested that the Town Clerk contact Councillor Mossop and ask that he give a short presentation to the Council at the next meeting.

Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson left the meeting at 9.26pm.


502. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council Decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations. 
a. ELDC have refused N/105/02532/07 for Consent to Display – 2 no. non illuminated fascia signs – 92 Eastgate, Louth, LN11 9PG.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting on 4th December 2007.  ELDC’s reasons (abbreviated) the proposed signs would be inappropriate and undesirable by reason of the proposed materials and would not preserve or enhance the listed building itself or the character of the Conservation Area.
b. ELDC have refused N/105/02533/07 for Planning Permission – Extension and alterations to existing retail unit, which is a listed building, to provide a new shop front – 92 Eastgate, Louth, LN11 9PG.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting of 4th December 2007.  ELDC’s reasons (abbreviated) the proposed extension and alterations would be inappropriate and undesirable by reason of the design that does not reflect the distinctive traditional character of the area and if approved would create a more discordant feature within the established street scene.  They would also be inappropriate by reasons of the modern design that does not make a positive contribution to the Conservation Area and is out of character with the listed building.  It is therefore, considered that the proposal neither enhances nor preserves the listed building itself or the setting of the Conservation Area.
c. ELDC have refused N/105/02531/07 for Listed Building Consent – Extension and alterations to existing retail unit to provide a new shop front and ground floor internal alterations and alterations to provide 2 no. non illuminated fascia signs – 92 Eastgate, Louth, LN11 9PG.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting of 4th December 2007. ELDC’s reasons (abbreviated) the proposals would be inappropriate by reason of the modern design and materials proposed that are out of character with the listed building.  It is therefore, considered that the proposal neither enhances nor preserves the listed building itself.
d. ELDC have refused N/105/02884/07 for Planning Permission – Erection of a boundary wall to a height of 3.535 metres to replace existing fence at existing public house – Kais Bar, Kidgate, Louth.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting of 18th December 2007.  ELDC’s reasons (abbreviated) the proposed wall would be inappropriate and undesirable by reason of its height, having a detrimental impact upon the neighbour at 7 Kidgate Mews as the wall would appear overbearing and affect the light to its front ground floor window which will unacceptably harm the general amenities of the occupiers of this property.  The wall would also detract from the distinctive character of the historic area and would not enhance or preserve the character of the Conservation Area as it would create an over dominant feature.
The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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