
  01-08-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 8TH JANUARY 2008
Present
Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A. Leonard, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

439. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. P.F. Watson, F. Robertson, A.M. Lione and J.P. Dean.  These were approved by the Council.

440. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP had no remarks to make.

441. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (13) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.  Councillor Finch reserved his right to speak on any planning applications which affected his ward. 

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Items 7) Correspondence b. from ELDC re. Planning Application N/105/0784/07 and c. from ELDC re. Proposed Supplementary Planning Document – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (13) – as a member of ELDC and the Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Items 7) Correspondence b. from ELDC re. Planning Application N/105/0784/07 and c. from ELDC re. Proposed Supplementary Planning Document – as a member of ELDC.

iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment
c. Councillor F.G. Coonghe

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (13) 03510/07 - Mr. Rice – 11 Mercer Row, Louth – as a neighbour

d. Councillor T.F. Marris

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (3) 02549/07 – LMT Motorcycles Unit 2, Warwick Road, Louth – as they have neighbouring units on the Industrial Estate
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Application (8) 03066/07 – HJW Developments Ltd – Land rear of 70-78 High Holme Road – as the applicant is a customer in Councillor Marris’ shop

iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Application (9) 03103/07 – Mr. Fairburn – 1 Howard Fields Way – as the applicant is a customer in Councillor Marris’ shop
e. Councillor E. Ballard JP

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (3) 02549/07 – LMT Motorcycles Unit 2, Warwick Road, Louth – as an acquaintance of the applicant

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (5) 02868/07 – Land rear of 16 South Street, Spital Hill – as an acquaintance of the applicant

iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (10) 03104/07 – Luke Chapman Construction Ltd – as an acquaintance of the applicant

442. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 18th December 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
443. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley reported that a substantial fence had been erected over the Kiln Lane footpath in the last month (Louth Town Council have applied to have this footpath placed on the definitive map and are awaiting the outcome of LCC’s deliberations).  She informed the Committee that she had notified enforcement officers at ELDC and LCC Highways and had asked them to take action. 

444. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/01/08/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (3) N/105/02549/07 - Planning Permission - LMT Motorcycles - Unit 2, Warwick Road.  Support with the condition that the permission be time limited to 3 years.
b. (4) N/105/02679/07 - Planning Permission - Lincs Partnership NHS Foundation Trust - Windsor House, Windsor Road.  Defer pending further information.

c. (5) N/105/02868/07 - Planning Permission – Mrs. A. Thomson - Land rear of 16 South Street, Spital Hill.  Object.  Permission should remain as originally granted with the conditions in place.

d. (6) N/105/03002/07 - Planning Permission - Stamford Homes North - Land at 168 High Holme Road. Object on the grounds of overintensification of old Linpac site development, permission might encourage similar development enlargement, additional increase in this development is not part of the original submission.

e. (7) N/105/03028/07 - Planning Permission – Mr. S. Nicholson - Land West of Car Park, Newmarket, Louth.  Object on the grounds that this development is piecemeal, has insufficient parking arrangements and will encourage on street parking, access on the brow of a hill is dangerous and the design in detrimental to the street scene in a Conservation Area.

f. (8) N/105/03066/07 - Planning Permission - HJW Developments Ltd - Land Rear of 70 - 78, High Holme Road.  Object on the grounds of overintensification of site.  Removal of back garden amenities from existing properties.

g. (11) N/105/03125/07 - Planning Permission - British Telecommunications Plc - Telephone Exchange, Chequergate.  Object on the grounds of inappropriate visual impact in Conservation Area.  Will obstruct views of the most important listed building in the town (St. James' Church).

h. To support all remaining applications.  

445. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
a. From: LCC Re: Temporary Road Closure – Location: Espin Walk, Eastgate. Reason for closure: Essential Flood Alleviation Work. Period of closure: Monday 14/01/08 for 3 weeks. Alternative Route: Old Mill Park, Ramsgate Road, Commercial Road, Eastgate and Vice versa. 
b. From: ELDC - Re: Planning Application N/105/0784/07 – Planning Permission – Land at 270 Eastgate, Louth by Mr and Mrs Grant for outline erection of dwellings.  Notification that the appellant has appealed to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions.  Any comments that the Town Council made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, should the Town Council wish to withdraw its comments or make any additional comments three copies of these should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate. Note for councillors: Original application was considered at Planning and Environment Committee meeting 24th April 2007 where the Town Council objected to the application stating – ‘Cannot support this application at this time as there are doubts about the access and feel that the proposed number of dwellings on the site is over intensive and that there is not enough provision of parking spaces’. 

c. Proposed Supplementary Planning Document received from ELDC Planning Policy Team (Local Development Framework) copy attached. In the absence of a LTC Planning strategy Councillors are requested to complete the attached questionnaire as individuals and return either directly or via the Town Clerks office to ELDC. The supplementary document required to complete the questionnaire can be found at http://www.e-lindsey.gov.uk/environment/planning/policy-local-plan/  NB link is at end of pages. Some hard copies will also be available at the meeting.  

With regard to item c. above Councillor B. Burnett urged members to complete the consultation questionnaire and return it to ELDC by 11th January 2008 as he stressed that it was a very important consultation.

446. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publication had been received in the office and was available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. LCR (Local Council Review) The Official Journal of the National Association of Local Councils January 2008 edition. Feature articles include the new Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act (covering the power of wellbeing in communities, parishing of London and choice of ‘names’ for parish and town councils), The National Planning Portal and its e-Consultation hub and details on the National Association of Local Councils Conference, to be held at Eastbourne Winter Gardens, on 20-22nd May 2008.


447. Request by Persimmon Homes Re. Development at Waterside, Riverhead, Louth – Street Naming Proposals.
Councillors noted that ELDC refuse to allow Persimmon to name one of its new roads Torrington Way (as originally suggested by the Town Council) as it is too similar to another recently named development.  It was RESOLVED to suggest that Persimmons choose one of the following names; Theodore Way, Gardiner Way or Jackson Way, listed in order of preference.

Councillors also discussed possible names for 5 apartment blocks.  It was RESOLVED to suggest Leather Mill House, Nell’s Wharf House, Dry Dock House, Chaplin’s House and Wharfinger House.

448. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council Decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations. 
a. ELDC have refused N/105/02492/07 for Planning Permission – Extensions and alterations to existing dwelling to provide a first floor utility and balcony and provision of external staircase. Mews Cottage, Rear of 25, Gospelgate. Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting on 6th November 2007. ELDC reasons (abbreviated) – Proposal inappropriate and undesirable by reason of its scale and design in Louth Conservation Area, would not follow proportions and design principles of the converted dwelling, and the balcony would detrimentally affect the amenity of a neighbour by reason of overlooking.
b. ELDC have refused N/105/02512/07 for Planning Permission – Erection of 1 no. detached house with integral double garage and 1 no. detached house with single integral garage. Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting on 20th November 2007. ELDC reasons (abbreviated) – Proposal for Plot 10 by virtue of its siting and scale on raised land, its form, proportions and elevational treatment will appear out of character with the wider street scene and also have an unacceptable impact on the privacy and amenity of 68 Eastfield Road to the west.
The meeting closed at 8.43pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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