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LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the ANNUAL Meeting of LOUTH Town Council

held in the Town Hall, Louth on Friday 18h May 2007
Present
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch), in the Chair

Councillors:
E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, J.R. Macdonald, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, and B.R. Williamson
The Town Clerk, Mr. C. Brightmore and his Secretary Mrs. L. Phillips were also present.

1.
Prayers


The meeting opened with prayers led by Canon S. Holdaway.

2.
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and D.M. Skinner.  These were approved by the Council.

3.
MAYOR’S CHARITY FUND

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch presented cheques from her Charity Fund to the following charities:
Ludensian Singers, Louth Dolphins Swimming Club, Louth Riverhead Silver Band, Louth Living Well Project, Louth Choral Society, The North Lincolnshire Theatre Organ Preservation Society, Louth Male Voice Choir, Nichols Youth Project, Jumbulance, Louth and District Arthritis Group, Louth and District Parkinson’s Disease Society of the UK and Link Day Care Centre

4.
Election of Town Mayor

It was proposed by Councillor T.F. Marris and seconded by Councillor F. Robertson that Councillor J.R. Macdonald be elected Mayor of Louth to hold office until the Annual Meeting of the Council in 2008. There being no other nominations a vote was taken and the Mayor declared that Councillor J.R. Macdonald was unanimously elected. 

5. 
Acceptance of Office

Councillor J.R. Macdonald made the official Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.

6.
Mayor’s Address

The Mayor said it is nineteen years since I last had this honour, thank you Councillors for bestowing it upon me again.  The office of Mayor has changed significantly since I was last in office, there are now many appointments to attend outside of the town and district and even outside of the county.  I look forward to serving the town and attending as many events as I can to wave the flag for the town. 


7. 
Vote of Thanks

The Mayor proposed a vote of thanks to the immediate past Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch) and spoke of her commitment and sterling good work during her year of office especially with regard to the recently restored Panorama. The vote of thanks was seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway and passed unanimously.

8.
Presentation of Arms of the Town

The Mayor presented a replica of the Arms of Louth to Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch as a token of the Council's appreciation of her services during her mayoralty.  
In turn, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch presented gifts to the Town Clerk, Mr. C. Brightmore JP, the Town Clerk’s Secretary, Mrs. L. Phillips, Councillor Mrs. Eileen Ballard JP and her Consort, Mr. Andrew Ballard, her own Consort, Councillor C. Finch, the Mayor’s Serjeant, Mr. J. Dixon and finally to Mrs. K. Brightmore and Mrs. J. Treanor.  The Mayor then presented shields to her Cadets Master B. Ham and Miss K. Brougham as a commemorative gift.  Master B. Ham then made a speech in which he thanked Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch for allowing the Police Cadets to help her and thanked her especially for the help and support she had given to himself and Miss Brougham.  Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch then presented a replica of the Arms of Louth to Mr. R. Gwynne for successfully driving a town centre project despite many set backs.  
Mr. Gwynne thanked the Council, the many helpers, friends, volunteers, trustees and especially his wife for all their help and support and he said it had been a great joy to work with them.
9.
Reply of the Retiring Mayor

Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch spoke of how enjoyable she had found the honour of being the face of the Council and the town.  She thanked Councillors, her husband and Consort, Councillor Clive Finch, her family, her Cadet’s, Canon S. Holdaway, the Town Clerk, the Town Clerk’s Secretary, Mrs. Brightmore, Mrs. Treanor, the Mayor’s Sergeant Mr. J. Dixon and his wife, Mrs. A. Dixon for all the help, advice and support given.  
10.
BROWN’S PANORAMA
The Town Clerk invited Mr. Robinson OBE to say a view words about Brown’s Panorama.  Mr. D. Robinson related a brief history of Brown’s Panorama to those assembled and he praised the efforts of Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch who drove the restoration project forward.  He could not pay high enough commendation to the Conservator, Kiffy Stainer-Hutchins & Co. who undertook the restoration work.  He said more detail could now be made out on the paintings and those extra details were amazing.  Finally, he paid tribute on behalf of all the people of Louth to Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch for her persistence with this project.
Councillor Mrs. Finch thanked Mr. Robinson and said she had been determined to see the Panorama restored.  She had pushed and probably annoyed a lot of people but the end result had been well worth the effort.  She thanked everyone for their help especially East Lindsey District Council and Lincolnshire County Council for their financial help with the project.
11.
Election of Deputy Mayor

It was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald and seconded by Councillor J.P. Dean that Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch be elected Deputy Mayor to hold office until the Annual Meeting of the Council in 2008. There being no other nominations a vote was taken following which the Mayor declared that Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch was elected as Deputy Mayor and she was invested with the badge of office.

12.
 Appointment of Chaplain

The Mayor announced that Canon Stephen Holdaway had agreed to be Mayor's Chaplain during his term of office.

13.
Minutes of Council Meeting

The notes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 10th April 2007 were approved and signed as a correct record.

14.
Committees of the Council

On a proposal by the Mayor, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, it was RESOLVED by a vote of the Council to re-establish the General Purposes and Finance Committee, the Planning and Environment Committee the Cemetery Committee and the Personnel Committee as Committees of Louth Town Council.

The Mayor announced that the membership of the Personnel Committee must be ascertained because the Personnel Committee were to meet in advance of the next opportunity to carry out this task.  It was RESOLVED that the previous members of the Personnel Committee should stand, these being Councillor F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. M. Ottaway, J.E. Gains and F. Robertson, and following a proposal by Councillor J.P. Dean seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway and voted upon by the Council, Councillor T.F. Marris was also made a member of the Personnel Committee. 
The meeting closed at 8.14 p.m.

Signed ……………………………………..                     Dated ………………………………………
                           The Mayor of Louth
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