
10-17-06MINS

Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council 

and its committees
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth
on Tuesday 17TH october 2006
Present

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Grist, G.C. Lindsay, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor and Mrs. P.F. Watson
The Town Clerk, Mr. C. Brightmore JP and his Secretary Mrs. L. Phillips were also present.
Members of the public addressed the committee prior to the opening of the meeting:

· Mrs. Stodden spoke about her objections to planning application (2) N/105/01506/06 - Planning Permission - New Linx Housing Trust - Land rear of 2-10 Brackenborough Road, with access off Beech Grove, Louth.
270. Variation of Standing Orders
It was RESOLVED following a proposal by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor C. Finch, to vary standing orders and have the presentation regarding Hubbard’s Hills first so that the public in attendance would not be kept waiting.

271. Presentation by Councillor A. Grist, Mr. B. Suich and Mr. N. Leuty regarding ELDC’s proposals for the regeneration of Hubbard’s Hills
Councillor Grist gave a PowerPoint Presentation and outlined ELDC’s proposals for Hubbard’s Hills which have three aims: 1) to make Hubbard’s Hills conform to DDA requirements, 2) to improve the ‘tired looking’ parts of Hubbard’s Hills; and 3) to mark the 100th Anniversary of the Hills being given to the town.  He urged Councillors to fill in the questionnaire that he handed out asking for their views on the proposals.

It was RESOLVED following a proposal by Councillor F. Robertson, seconded by Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP that the £9,800 that the Town Council have currently in their budget, that is earmarked for expenditure by ELDC on the Hills, be spent on this regeneration project in general and no caveats be placed on its expenditure e.g., that it should only go towards restoration of the Pahud Memorial.


272. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Lione and M. Jones.  Apologies were also received on behalf of Councillor B. Burnett who knew he would be late.  These were approved by the Council.

273. Council Minutes
The Notes of the Town Council meeting held on 19th September 2006 (09-19-06MINS) were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

274. Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch reported that the War Memorial had been cleaned.  She thanked its benefactors: Mr. S. Appleby, Mr. D. Parratt, J.H. Luck of Louth and the Louth Chums.  She said that it is magnificent and brilliant that it has been done in time for Armistice Day.  She then went on to invite Councillors to attend the War Memorial on 11th November at 11am for a short wreath laying service commemorating the official end of the war and on 12th November (Remembrance Sunday) at 10.30am for a wreath laying service, 2 minutes silence, parade and divine church service.   
This section of the meeting closed at 7.55pm.
Signed_______________________ (The Mayor)
    Dated_________________________
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING


275. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders invited Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson to speak.  Councillor Mrs. Watson announced that Louth is to get two reactive speed signs.  This is something of a coup as there are only twelve such signs in the County.  They are to be placed on Grimsby Road, near to its junction with Fanthorpe Lane and on Horncastle Road, near to its junction with Vanessa Drive.  Whilst the signs are of a ‘mobile’ nature it is believed this allocation for deployment in Louth is permanent.

Councillor B. Burnett arrived at 8.00pm.

Councillor A. Grist announced that the ELDC Executive Board had approved option 1 of the proposed leisure facilities which includes an 8 lane swimming pool and a 100 station gym.  He said that detailed plans are to be submitted before Christmas and hopefully work will start in March 2007 with the facilities opening in June 2008.  Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP thanked Councillor Grist for all his hard work on this project and the regeneration of Hubbard’s Hills project.  

The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders said that she had spoken on Radio Lincolnshire about the Town Council’s objection to a planning application for a wind turbine to be placed in the garden of a residential property within the town.  She had articulated the reasons why the application had been objected to which included the fact that no environmental impact study had been undertaken.  She told the Committee that Mr. R. Coombes of Green Generation is to make a presentation to the Town Council on 14th November in an effort to assist Councillors in their decision making process on future planning applications of this type.
276. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:
Councillor B. Burnett

1. Agenda Item 1 Presentation by Councillor A. Grist and Mr. N. Leuty regarding the Hubbard’s Hills Proposals as a member of ELDC.
2. Agenda Item 6 Planning Applications – (2) 01506/06 - Planning Permission - New Linx Housing Trust - Land rear of 2-10 Brackenborough Road, with access off Beech Grove, Louth - as a member of the New Linx Housing Trust.
Councillor C. Finch

1. Any planning issues regarding the Northholme Ward, as a member of the Development Control Committee of ELDC.
Councillor G.C. Lindsay

1. Agenda Item 6 Planning Applications - (3) 01999/06 - Planning Permission - Mrs. Haith - Deighton Close School, Deighton Close, Louth, LN11 0RS - as an acquaintance of the applicant.

Councillor T.F. Marris

1. Agenda Item 6 Planning Applications – (4) 02168/06 Planning Permission – Mr. S. Jagger - 10 Westgate, Louth, LN11 9YH - as the property in question adjoins that of his daughter.
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch 
1. Agenda Item 7 Correspondence - d. LCC - Louth Public Footpath 11 - Horncastle Road - Crowtree Lane - as a member of the Access Committee.
Councillor A. Grist
1. Agenda Item 1 Presentation by Councillor A. Grist and Mr. N. Leuty regarding the Hubbard’s Hills Proposals - as a member of ELDC.
Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson

1. Agenda Item 7 Correspondence a, b, c, LCC Road Closures, d. LCC - Louth Public Footpath 11 - Horncastle Road - Crowtree Lane, g. LCC Highways - General Maintenance Programme - as a member of LCC and with regard to d. a parent of a pupil.


277. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 3rd October 2006 (10-03-06MINS) were discussed, approved and signed by the Vice Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.

278. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Veolia Environmental Services informing the Town Council that they have taken over the company Cleanaway Ltd who are responsible for cutting the grass and emptying the bins at the Cemetery.

279. Applications Received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/101706).

Councillor B. Burnett left the room while application number (2) 01506/06 - Planning Permission - New Linx Housing Trust - Land rear of 2-10 Brackenborough Road, with access off Beech Grove, Louth was discussed.  

It was resolved to support all applications, except:
1. (2) 01506/06 - Planning Permission - New Linx Housing Trust - Land rear of 2-10 Brackenborough Road, with access off Beech Grove, Louth.  The Committee voted unanimously to object to this application on the ground of over intensification, severe problems with access and egress onto Brackenborough Road, the general road infrastructure at junction with Keddington Road cannot adequately cope.  Other infrastructure, sewers water etc., similarly would be overstretched.  This application should go to the Development Control Committee.  

280. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
1. LCC – Road Closure
Location: James Street, U560
Reason for closure: Road maintenance
Period of closure: 16th to 30th October (works to be 5 days in this period)
Alternative route: Westbound traffic.  North on Newbridge Hill, C659.  North on North Holme Road, C659.  South on Grimsby Road, B1520.  South on Upgate, B1520.  East on Mercer Row, U532.  North on Northgate, U550.  North on Eve Street, U555.  Eastbound traffic.  South on Eve Street, U555.  West on Northgate, U550.  West on Chequergate, U655.  South on Upgate, B1520.  East on Mercer Row, C532.  East on Eastgate, C532.  North on Ramsgate, C659 and Vice Versa.

2. LCC – Road Closure
Location: Monks Dyke Road, U504
Reason for closure: Road Maintenance
Period of closure: 22nd to 30th October 2006 (1 week)
Alternative route: Eastbound traffic.  North on Church Street, C659.  Northeast on Eastgate, C532.  Southeast on St. Bernards Avenue, C660 and vice versa.

3. LCC – Road Closure
Location: Northgate, U550
Reason for closure: Road Maintenance
Period of closure: 5th November 2006 – 1 day and 12th November 2006 – 1 day
Alternative route: Westbound traffic.  Closure begins at Church Street/Eastgate junction due to one-way systems.  South on Church Street, C659.  West on Newmarket, B1200.  North on Upgate, B1520.  East on Eastbound traffic and vice versa.

4. LCC – Louth Public Footpath 11 – Horncastle Road – Crowtree Lane
Request received by LCC from Councillor Bolland to remove part of the Kissing Gate at the Horncastle Road end of this public footpath.  (Copy attached).

Although the Town Council thought that the intention behind the proposal was commendable, it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to LCC detailing the Town Council’s objections to this proposal which in summary were: OFSTED report stating its removal would cause serious safety concerns to pupils as motor bikes could then be freely ridden onto the playing field, the historical value of the gate, the practical problems e.g., the path is not suitable for wheelchairs or pushchairs anyway, as it is very uneven with many tree roots protruding.  

5. HMCS – Lincolnshire Magistrates Courts Listing Proposals Stakeholder Consultation
Update received from Richard Redgrave, Area Director – Lincolnshire, Leicestershire and Rutland on the above.  
‘…Over 150 individuals and organisations replied to the consultation and the Justices Issues Group have asked me to thank all those who took the time to make their opinions known.  

At the meeting the JIG has decided that no significant changes should take place for the next 12 months.  The group does recognise that positive change is required and a small working party will look at the original proposals and consider further options with a view to reporting back to the JIG over the coming months.  

I will keep you appraised of the situation as appropriate’.

It was unanimously RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should pen a letter reporting that the Town Council is satisfied with the above.  However, it hopes that the arrangement will continue for much longer and they request that if any changes to the arrangements are planned the Town Council be made aware of them well in advance.  The letter should note that the Town Council thought the original consultation process did not adequately involve the general public it had been aimed more at professionals involved in the Criminal Justice System.  The Town Council should be more closely involved in the future as its opinion more closely reflects that of the public of Louth.

6. LALC – AGM
The LALC AGM is taking place on 28th October 2006 at Horncastle College from 10am.  The AGM in the morning will be followed by a presentation by the keynote speaker NALC Chairman Ken Cleary, who will be updating on national matters.  Attendance will cost £17 per delegate and will include morning coffee, lunch, afternoon tea and all presentation material.  Please contact the Town Clerk if you wish to attend.

7. LCC Highways – East Division – General Maintenance Programme
A lengthy document detailing the above is available for viewing in the Town Clerk’s office.  It was resolved that the Town Clerk should attempt to e-mail a copy of this to all Councillors.

8. Draft East Midlands Regional Plan
The Town Clerk has received the above from East Midlands Regional Assembly.  It is an extensive document and is available for perusal in the Town Clerk’s office.  It was resolved that the Town Clerk will try to get 21 copies of this document.
281. Planning Decision
The Committee noted the following decision which was at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:

1. ELDC have granted Outline Planning Permission for N/105/01462/06 (Outline erection of a residential development.  18-20 Ramsgate Road, Louth, LN11 0NL).  Louth Town Council resolved to object on the grounds that insufficient details supplied, inadequate map provided, the Committee has doubts about access, the flood risk, the height of proposed buildings, parking and the impact on residents of Victoria Road and Orchard Close.  The Committee requests that this go to the Development Control Committee - as per Minute 126. (2) 07-18-06MINS. 

This section of the meeting closed at 8.50pm
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

282. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor G.C. Lindsay informed the Committee that a letter had been received from the East Lindsey Heart Support Group.  The letter explained that they felt unable to accept the grant that Louth Town Council had awarded to them at their meeting on 5th September.  This was because the money was to be used to buy a projector but, unfortunately, the committee member Mr. Judd, who would have operated the equipment had had to resign due to health reasons.  Therefore, they felt that the projector would not get sufficient use to warrant the expenditure on it.  Louth Town Council sent their best wishes to Mr. Judd and thought the decision of the East Lindsey Heart Support Group very honourable.  

Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard spoke about a letter she had received from Mr. Shinn of Safe and Sound regarding CCTV.  She said that the letter detailed maintenance work, and the cost of this work, that was needed to 3 cameras.  She reported that 1 of the cameras mentioned in the letter was not owned by Louth Town Council but by ELDC and, therefore, the Town Clerk had written to ELDC informing them of the work needed.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk was authorised to instruct Mr. Shinn to go ahead with the work on the 2 cameras owned by Louth Town Council and to raise payment for that work.  Councillor Mrs. Ballard also told the Committee that the new central control room in Skegness is doing incredibly well.  However, she said the Management Committee were still waiting for ELDC to take over the Shop Watch and Pub Watch Schemes as promised.  She informed the Committee that ELDC had been aware for some time that after Christmas she will no longer be willing to oversee these schemes and that ELDC had promised to take them over, some time ago.  However, despite many attempts by her to chivvy ELDC along she had still to hear from them on this issue.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk would write to ELDC and request confirmation that they have procedures in place to take over the 2 schemes and, more importantly, the collection of the fees.

283. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:

Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
1. Agenda Item 6 - LCC - Local Government Pension Scheme - as Vice Chairman.
284. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 3rd October 2006 (10-03-06MINS) were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.

285. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.  

286. Brown’s Panorama
The Mayor informed the Committee that the Art Restoration Working Group had met on 10th October and had considered 5 quotes.  The Art Restoration Working Group recommended that the quote for conservation of the Panorama from Kiffy Stainer-Hutchins and Co be accepted.  

287. Exclusion of Press and Public
A discussion ensued and it was RESOLVED that the press and public should be excluded from the meeting as matters of a confidential nature were to be discussed.  After much discussion, it was RESOLVED that the Town Council would look upon Kiffy Stainer-Hutchins and Co as the foremost contender for the work.  However, the situation should be referred to FOG for further investigation into various issues, the main one being the insurance of the Panorama during transit and while at Kiffy Stainer-Hutchins establishment.  

288. Inclusion of Press and Public
The meeting was re-opened to the Press and Public.

289. LCC - Local Government Pension Scheme
Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson left the room.  It was RESOLVED that this matter should be deferred to FOG for analysis.
This section of the meeting closed at 9.47pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

CEMETERY COMMITTEE
290. Chairman’s Remarks
In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor J.P. Dean the Vice Chairman, Councillor K. Sharp took the Chair and announced that he had no remarks to make.  

291. Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.


292. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 3rd October 2006 (10-03-06MINS) were approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting. 


293. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that the Chapel bier had now been made flush by Interskill, Eve and Ranshaw have made the cover for the bier, the curtains and a runner for the alter and these are in place.  The ceiling is to be fixed next week.  Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway has donated a CD player for use in the Chapel.

Councillor G.C. Lindsay asked the Town Clerk about the length of the grass at the cemetery and informed the Committee that the budget still had some money in it for this purpose.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk would look into this issue and if necessary ensure that the grass is cut again.

The meeting closed at 9.50pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________









- 
 -

