
10-03-06MINS

Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council 

and its committees
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth
on Tuesday 3rd october 2006
Present

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, J.E. Gains, M. Jones, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, K.A. Sharp, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, F.W.P. Treanor and Mrs. P.F. Watson
The Town Clerk, Mr. C. Brightmore JP and his Secretary Mrs. L. Phillips were also present.
249. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C. Finch, A. Grist, M. Knight, G.C. Lindsay and D.M. Skinner and these were approved by the Council.

250. Council Minutes
The Notes of the Town Council meeting held on 5th September 2006 (09-05-06MINS) were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

251. Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch conveyed her warm thanks to the 25 civic dignitaries and their partners, the British Legion, the 100 Combined Cadets, the 84 Guides, Brownies and Rainbows, Canon Stephen Holdaway, the Team Parish of Louth, the Choir, the Market Rasen RPC Band, the Parade Marshall 2Lt Ray Davies, Lesley Bray the caterer, Councillor Treanor and the Police Cadets, Jim the Mayor’s Serjeant, Katie the Mayor’s Cadet, the Town Councillors, her Secretary Lyn Phillips and the Town Clerk, Chris Brightmore for all the help, support, time and efforts they had expended in order to make her Civic Sunday Parade and Church Service on 1st October 2006 the great success that it was.  

The Mayor announced that she would be presenting the Louth Town Council Grant Cheques to the chosen applicants before the next Town Council Meeting at 7pm on Tuesday 17th October in the Council Chamber.  She asked that all Town Councillors arrive before 7pm.  
This section of the meeting closed at 7.32pm.
Signed_______________________ (The Mayor)
    Dated_________________________
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING


252. Update from Mr. A. Hall and Dr. N. Parkes regarding the future of Louth County Hospital
Mr. A. Hall told the Committee that they have received agreement of the GP Cluster’s Plan from the East Lincolnshire Primary Care Trust Board.  However, following the Cluster issuing a deadline for a decision by the end of September, United Lincolnshire Hospitals Trust have verbally informed the GP Cluster that they are not in a position to formally agree to the Cluster’s proposals.  Mr. Hall informed the Committee that until they receive written confirmation of ULHT’s rejection of the proposals the Cluster will assume that they are still open for discussion.  A new Chief Executive of ULHT is starting on Monday 9th October and the Cluster hope to re-open the debate with him in the near future.  In the meantime they are looking into any other avenues that might be open to them.  It was unanimously RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to the new ULHT Chief Executive and welcome him to his new post, voice the Town Council’s concerns about Louth Hospital, detail its support for the GP Clusters proposals and invite him to attend a Council meeting to apprise Councillors of his views.  A carbon copy of this letter should also be sent to the new Chief Executive of the PCT and Louth’s MP.

253. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders announced that All Seasons of Eastgate Louth have won the gold award for best self-catering holiday accommodation for 2006/07 at the East Midlands Tourism Awards Oscars.  It was resolved that a letter of congratulation should be sent to the owners of All Seasons, Mr. and Mrs. Budd on behalf of the Town Council. 

She told Councillors that ELDC acknowledged, at the recent Area Committee Meeting, that Louth Town Council made the right decision in objecting to an application made for planning permission to erect an 8m tall wind turbine in the garden of a house within Louth.  ELDC said that an environmental impact study should have been completed before the application was made.  

She announced that a meeting regarding Hubbard’s Hills will be held on Tuesday 10th October at 7pm in the Town Hall.  

Finally, she reported that a public meeting is to be held by the adjudicator, regarding the proposed merger of Eastfield Infants’ School and Lacey Gardens Junior School on 12th October 2006 at 5pm at Eastfield Infants’ School.  The Mayor is to attend and speak on behalf of the Town Council and she is to take and read out a copy of the letter that Louth Town Council sent lending its support for the two schools to remain unchanged.

254. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:
Councillor B. Burnett

1. Agenda Item 6 Planning Applications – (2) 02047/06 Planning Permission – Louth Christian Fellowship, Cannon Street House, Cannon Street, Louth, LN11 9NL - as a director of Louth Living Well Group.
2. Agenda Item 7 Correspondence - a. ELDC - Proposed tree work at Old Mill Park, Louth and b. ELDC - Proposed tree work at St. Mary’s Lane, Louth – as a member of ELDC.

Councillor T.F. Marris

1. Agenda Item 6 Planning Applications – (3) 02141/06 Planning Permission – Mr. S. Rodden and Mr. A. Cooper - 13 Newmarket, Louth, LN11 9HH - as an acquaintance of the applicants. 
255. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 19th September 2006 (09-19-06MINS) were discussed, approved and signed by the Vice Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.

256. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.  

257. Applications Received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/100306) and Councillor B. Burnett left the room while application number (2) 02047/06 - Louth Christian Fellowship was discussed.  It was resolved to support all applications, except:
1. (5) 02215/06 - Planning Permission – Mr. L. Hinman – 52A Stewton Lane, Louth, LN11 8SB - The Committee objected on the grounds that, if allowed to go ahead, this would constitute development in open countryside and would set a precedent.  The Committee felt that this house should be occupied for agricultural use and if the occupiers feel that this is not possible they should provide proof supporting their argument.  The committee felt that the current arrangements should remain and that this case should be decided by the Development Control Committee unless the officer in charge is mindful to reject under delegated powers.  

258. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
1. ELDC  - Proposed tree work at Old Mill Park, Louth; and 
2. ELDC - Proposed tree work at St. Mary’s Lane, Louth.  
259. Planning Decision
The Committee noted the following decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:

1. ELDC refused N/105/01706/06 (Outline Erection - of a dwelling (with details of the siting, design and means of vehicular access to be considered), an existing garden shed is to be removed.  Land at 43 Wood Lane, Louth).  Louth Town Council resolved to support - as per Minute 178. (3) 08-22-06MINS.
2. ELDC granted full planning permission for N/105/01223/06 (Planning Permission - Alterations and extension to existing saleshop and dwelling to form 2 no. flats, and erection of a pair of semi-detached houses, partly on the site of a part of the existing dwelling which is to be demolished, in accordance with the additional amended plans and design statement received by the Local Planning Authority on 28th July 2006.  23 Newmarket, Louth, LN11 9HR).  Louth Town Council resolved to object on the grounds that the development is over intensive, there is no provision for parking and there will be a lack of amenity space - as per Minute 178. (1) 08-22-06MINS.

This section of the meeting closed at 8.40pm
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

260. Chairman’s Remarks
In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor G.C. Lindsay, the Vice Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett took the Chair and announced that Councillors are invited to attend the launch of the improved bus services from Louth to Grimsby, run by interconnect 51, on Wednesday 18th October 2006 at the Bus Station, Louth.  Any Councillors wishing to attend should contact the Town Clerk.  

261. Declarations of Interest
There were no interests declared.
262. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 19th September 2006 (09-19-06MINS) were discussed and it was RESOLVED that these could be approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting subject to the amendment of minute 242 where the word ‘thanks’ should be changed to read ‘support’.

The Mayor told the Committee that, with regard to Minute 237, she had been advised by LALC that the details of the Town Clerk’s Appraisal should remain confidential.  She announced that Councillor G.C. Lindsay would report on his return.  

263. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.  

264. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following item of correspondence:
1. Notification from Moore Stephens that, on the basis of their review, in their opinion the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  

This section of the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

CEMETERY COMMITTEE
242. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman announced that the Town Clerk had obtained 4 estimates for the felling of two beech trees that overhang London Road and are situated close to the Cemetery Lodge.  He said that these estimates had been perused by FOG at an impromptu meeting and FOG recommended that the work be undertaken by Castle Tree Care.  Due to the urgency of this issue, with winter and bad weather impending, Standing Orders were suspended and it was RESOLVED that the Town Council should instruct Castle Tree Care to begin the work.  
243. Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.


244. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 19th September 2006 (09-19-06MINS) were approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting. 


245. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report. 

246. Cemetery Chapel
The Town Clerk ran a PowerPoint Presentation detailing his thoughts on the improvements necessary to put the chapel back into proper order.   In summary these improvements are:

1. Fix the hole in the chapel roof.  
The Town Clerk told the committee that he had obtained a quote for this work from Foxhall Construction.  A discussion ensued and Councillors debated the implications of failing to obtain 3 quotes for the work as legislation requires.  Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP was particularly concerned that the Council should follow protocol and obtain 3 quotes to properly justify the spending of public money.  
It was RESOLVED that, as this situation is an emergency and the quote obtained was very reasonable, the Town Clerk should go ahead with this work.

2. Replace the Chapel matting.  
The Town Clerk told the Committee that he had sought the expert and free advice of Councillor T.F. Marris a local carpet supplier and fitter on this subject and Councillor Marris had offered to replace the coir matting currently in place with a heavy duty cord carpet.  He suggested two shades of carpet be used (blue on the main floor and red on the raised sections of floor) to differentiate between the main floor and the step up to the alter and lectern.  Councillors debated this subject and some did not agree that carpet was the right type of flooring to use.  All Councillors felt that they could not justify the spending of public money without more quotes.  A vote was taken and it was RESOLVED that carpet should be used.  It was further RESOLVED that the flooring should be left until last when it should be put out for tender.

3. Clean the Chapel chairs.
It was RESOLVED that the Committee supported the Town Clerk in asking the Cemetery Staff to clean the chairs and indeed the whole chapel before each service takes place.

4. Chapel Bier.  
The Town Clerk told the Committee that Eve and Ranshaw’s have offered to make a cover for the bier, free of charge.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should accept this offer.  The Town Clerk reported that the bier is basically sound however it has developed a slight rockiness.  It was further RESOLVED that a metal washer should be placed on the spindle of the Chapel bier to prevent it from rocking and following a proposal by Councillor A.M. Lione it was also RESOLVED that the surface of the bier should be made flush to ensure that a child’s coffin does not accidentally tip up.

5. Chapel Alter and Lectern.
It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should arrange for the Chapel alter and lectern to be cleaned and re-varnished.

6. Further improvements.
It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should purchase a space heater, to be used for a couple of hours before a service and during a service, a heavy duty door mat to prevent dirt being transferred from outside onto the new carpet (when this is purchased), and a CD/Cassette Player for use at services (to be kept in the Cemetery Lodge, to prevent the circuitry of the CD/Cassette Player becoming damp).  

7. Following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway, seconded by Councillor J.P. Dean it was RESOLVED that a letter of thanks, regarding the donation of a cover for the Chapel bier, be sent to Mr. Sandwith, the owner of Eve and Ranshaw’s.
The meeting closed at 9.34pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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