
08-22-06MINS

Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council 

and its committees
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth
on Tuesday 22nd AUGUST 2006 
Present

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J. Dean, C. Finch, J.E. Gains, M. Jones, G.C. Lindsay, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, D.M. Skinner and F.W.P. Treanor 
The Town Clerk, Mr. C. Brightmore JP and his Secretary Mrs. L. Phillips were also present.
168. Suspension of Standing Orders
It was RESOLVED following a proposal by The Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway, to vary standing orders and start the meeting early, allowing the two presentations to take place first, due to no members of the public being present who wished to speak.

169. Presentation about the work of Police Community Support Officers in Louth by Kelly Palmer, PCSO
Miss Palmer explained that the role of the PCSO had come about in 2003 and evolved considerably in the intervening time.  She said that the role is a high visibility role, providing reassurance, dealing with quality of life issues, reducing crime and fear.  They deal with low level disorder, anti social behaviour, underage drinkers etc.  They are funded through the County Council, the Police and the Home Office.  There is currently a team of 6 PCSO’s who cover the Louth area with a total of 79 PCSO’s in Lincolnshire which will shortly be rising to between 125 and 130, due to a recruitment drive.  The PCSO team combine with other agencies like the Town Council and schools to help people get the best quality of life possible.  They work Monday to Friday 8am to 10pm and do alternate weekends 9am to 5pm or 10am to 6pm, with some variation in the hours if special operations are undertaken.  It was RESOLVED following a proposal by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor John Dean that a PCSO would attend a Town Council meeting once a month.  The Town Clerk is to telephone the PCSO’s with any concerns raised so that PCSO’s might research the issue and report back at the meeting.  

Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP arrived at 7.24pm.  Councillor J. Macdonald arrived at 7.25pm.

170. Presentation by Mr. Martyn Hands Head of Waste Services at LCC and Mr. Kenton Vigus of LCC on Waste Disposal and Transference Facilities, Louth Industrial Estate
Mr. Hands explained that it is proposed that two household waste transfer stations are to be built on the Industrial Estate.  He said that one of them will collect waste that ELDC gather and deposit and the other will be for the public to use.  He said that each station will take in the rubbish, the rubbish will be sorted into heaps and then the rubbish will be taken away for recycling etc.  He said LCC are a designated Waste Disposal Authority and have a duty to provide places at which waste can be deposited.  It is LCC’s ambition to ensure that all waste recycling centres are of a high standard.  He explained that the site to be used by ELDC has already been given planning permission and that the public site will be considered by LCC on 11th September.  He reported that 70% of all rubbish collected at the moment is deposited in landfill sites.  The cost to the tax payer is £57.20 per tonne.  This does not represent best value.  He explained that in future this waste could be used to generate heat and power for other industry.




Councillors voiced their concerns which, in summary, were noise, dust, smell, traffic increase on Industrial Estate and in the surrounding areas of the town.  They were also concerned about danger from large refuse vehicles to walkers and children who currently use the Industrial Estate, inadequate road sizes, the departure from the Town of prestigious firms who currently reside on the Industrial Estate due to the above.  Councillors fear that this proposal will not create enough jobs for local people, or jobs of sufficient quality to ensure that Louth does not lose its young people.  Louth Town Council are worried that once the stations are built the next step will be for an incinerator to be built too.  Louth Town Council stressed that it is not opposed to the idea of waste transfer stations, it is opposed to them being placed on Louth’s prestigious Industrial Estate.  Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway was in favour of the waste transfer stations being placed on the Industrial Estate.

Mr. Leck of ELDC, who was sitting in the public gallery, was invited to speak and he reported that ELDC feel that these waste transfer stations are a necessity.  Louth must have these facilities as Kenwick Tip will close in the near future.

Mr. Hands stressed that any comments Louth Town Council might wish to be considered should be made in writing to LCC Planning Authority by 11th September 2006.

171. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B. Burnett, A. Grist, M. Knight, F. Robertson, K. Sharp and Mrs. P.F. Watson and these were approved by the Council.

172. Council Minutes
The Notes of the Town Council meeting held on 18th July 2006 (07-18-06MINS) were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

Councillor F.G. Coonghe left the meeting at 8.34pm.
173. Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch reported that Councillor F. Robertson had suffered a suspected heart attack and had been admitted to Grimsby Hospital on Friday 18th August.  She said he was expected to be discharged from hospital on Wednesday 23rd August.  On behalf of the Town Council she wished him well and a speedy recovery.  She informed Councillors that the Town Clerk had already sent a card on behalf of the Town Council.  
This section of the meeting closed at 8.37pm.
Signed_______________________ (The Mayor)
    Dated_________________________
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING


174. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders had no remarks to make.

175. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders
1. Agenda Item 6 (2) 01735/06 – Mr. and Mrs. Sharman – Plot 3 Cuppleditch Way, Louth
2. Agenda Item 6 (8) 01870/06 – Mr. A. J. Horne – Land rear of 5 Temple Terrace, Louth 

Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway
1. Agenda Item 6 (5) 01807/06 – Mr. A. Thomas – Mill House, Bridge Street, Louth, LN11 0DP
176. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 1st August 2006 (08-01-06MINS) were discussed and approved subject to the following amendment asked for by Councillor D.M. Skinner:


‘148  
…Councillor D. Skinner thought that car parks should be better signed within the town and at the parks.  When charges are raised notices should be better displayed and a warning message could be placed on offending cars for a limited period after introduction rather than imposing fines.  Fines should not be raised in instances where cars have been parked by accident or by no fault of their own, slightly beyond the limits of the parking space.’…

177. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.

178. Applications Received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/082206) and resolved:
1. (1) 01223/06 – Planning Permission – Mr. and Mrs. D. Cox – 23 Newmarket, Louth, LN11 9HR – to object on the grounds that the development is over intensive, there is no provision for parking and there will be a lack of amenity space.
2. (4) 01753/06 – Planning Permission – Eastern Shires Housing Group – Land at Monks Dyke Road, Louth – to object on the grounds of the flood risk of the area, overlooking of neighbouring properties and over intensification.  

3. To support all remaining applications.

179. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
1. Letter received from ELDC regarding Planning Appeal by Travelcare. 
2. Notification letter from ELDC regarding proposed work to trees:

i. At 38 Church Street, Louth, which is within the Louth Conservation Area.
Remove 1 Ash tree on safety grounds.  
ii. At Old Mill Park, Louth, which is within the Louth Conservation Area.
Remove 2 Sycamore trees on a development site.  
3. LCC Planning Permission
Notification that LCC has resolved to allow the stationing of two relocatable classroom units with a corridor link of similar construction at Louth Cordeaux School.  However, the buildings must be removed and the land reinstated to its former condition on or before 31st July 2011 as the design and appearance of the buildings is inappropriate as a permanent feature of the locality.

180. LCC – Primary School Strategy Consultation
The Committee noted the contents of a brochure from LCC which contained details of the above and RESOLVED that Councillors should respond to LCC individually.

181. Planning Decision
The Committee noted that there were no ELDC planning decisions which were at variance with their recommendations:
This section of the meeting closed at 8.54pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

182. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor G.C. Lindsay reminded Councillors that grant applications will be considered at the next meeting on 5th September 2006 and that the deadline for applications has now passed.  He informed Councillors that FOG had analysed the applications.  He proposed that only the list of applicants and the amounts they had requested along with FOG’s recommendations be circulated with the agenda, rather than copies of applications and balance sheets etc.  It was RESOLVED to trial this idea this year and ensure that all applications received are available in the Town Clerk’s office for inspection by Councillors and will be tabled and available for inspection by Councillors on 5th September from 6.30pm onwards so that Councillors can make informed decisions.  
183. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 1st August 2006 (08-01-06MINS) were approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.


184. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared. 


185. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reminded Councillors that if they had any comments to make about ELDC’s proposals regarding their Corporate Strategy they should let him have a written copy or send them to ELDC.  

186. Financial Matters
1. The Committee received the schedule of payments made between 1st April 2006 and 17th July 2006 (GPF & CEM/ACC/170706).  The following queries were raised:
a. What was cheque number 4142 in respect of – For your Walls – 238 John Smith Quarter Centenary - £60.00 – in respect of the framing of the Charters presented on the 25th Anniversary of Louth’s twinning with La Ferté-Bernard. 
b. Is free web space for our web site included in entry - DD – Tiscali – 18 Quality Council - £17.99 – yes it is included, however, the Town Council’s web site is not hosted by Tiscali because it has a .gov domain name and this comes with extra charges to the host and extra rules and regulations to the host and the owner.  Therefore, the Town Council agreed last year to pay a company called Kantara, on an annual basis, for our web site to be hosted and for the activation of our e-mail address with the .gov suffix and for virus checking and anti spam services.  
c. The three Petty Cash entries.  It was explained that the majority of petty cash spent is spent on postage costs and stamps and all petty cash expenditure is individually itemised and inspected by FOG.

2. The Committee received the schedule of expenditure and income between 1st April 2006 and 17th July 2006 (GPF/LEDGER/170706).

The Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer, Councillor G.C. Lindsay reported that FOG are concerned by the lack of expenditure of earmarked reserves.  He informed Councillors that he will report shortly.

187. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
a. Information sheet received from LALC regarding Lincolnshire and Country Business Watch.  
b. Letter received from ELDC regarding possible dance classes for over 55’s.  
c. LALC Training Events.  If you are interested in attending any of the following courses please let the Town Clerk know as soon as possible as places are limited:
	CiLCA Training
	13th and 20th Sept
	East Kirkby Village Hall
	7.00pm – 9.00pm

	Finance Seminar
	4th Oct
	East Barkwith Village Hall
	7.00pm – 9.00pm

	Chairmanship Training
	10th Oct
	Legbourne Village Hall
	7.00pm – 9.00pm

	Chairmanship Training
	17th Oct
	Swineshead Village Hall
	7.00pm – 9.00pm

	Freedom of Information Seminar
	19th Oct
	Scopwick Village Hall
	1.30pm – 3.30pm

	Clerks’ Training Day
	1st Nov
	Pointon Village
	10.00am – 4.00pm

	Councillors’ Training Evening
	7th Nov
	Rippingdale Village Hall
	7.00pm – 9.00pm

	Burials Seminar
	14th Nov
	Tattershall Village Hall
	1.30pm – 3.30pm

	Councillors’ Training Evening
	21st Nov
	Redwood Drive Community Centre, Waddington
	7.00pm – 9.00pm


d. Letter received from Lincolnshire Police Authority regarding Cancellation of Police Force Merger.  
188. Brown’s Panorama
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch read out the Synopsis of the Art Restoration Working Group Meeting which was held on 14th August 2006 and Councillors Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and G.C. Lindsay also spoke on the subject.  A discussion ensued and it was RESOLVED to write to the 5 conservators on the approved list and send them a copy of Miss Edmunds report and ask them to tender for the project (approved list supplied by Miss Susannah Edmunds, the retired Head Conservator of Paintings from the Victoria and Albert Museum in London) with the exception of Dian Hall, who has already tendered.  A copy of the report will also be sent to Sandro Di Giambattista.  The following was also RESOLVED:

a. That the work on the Panorama should be done in situ.
b. That Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders will search the Lincolnshire Archive for Council minutes that deal with the Panorama from the 1940’s and 50’s.
c. That the Panorama should be backed and glazed with special non reflective glass, as advised by Nicola Costaras the current Head Conservator of Paintings at the Victoria and Albert Museum.
d. That the Panorama will be hung further away from the way at its base in order to allow greater circulation of air around the picture.  
e. That, if possible, the staging in front of the painting be moved forward and the painting further protected with the use of brass poles and ropes around the front of the picture.
f. That Sandro’s quote is balanced against any others received.
g. That a book about the Panorama be sent to Miss Edmunds to show our thanks for the time and effort she expended on the Town Council’s behalf.

189. Louth County Hospital
The Mayor reported that she had had a meeting with Mr. Andy Hall of East Lincolnshire Primary Care Trust and he was keen to come before the full Council and give a presentation.  To facilitate this the Mayor, therefore, called a special meeting of Louth Town Council to be held on Tuesday 29th August 2006 from 7.30pm in the Town Hall.




Following a proposal from Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders it was RESOLVEd that the Town Clerk will write to the Chairman of the East Midlands Strategic Health Authority, Mrs. Barbara Hakin to express "grave concern that a timely decision on the future of Louth County Hospital will be compromised following the suspension of Helen Scott-South from United Lincolnshire Hospitals and her replacement with a part-time CE and the intention to employ an interim Chief Executive to head the new Lincolnshire PCT." To emphasise to Mrs. Hakin that without permanent executive leadership in East Lincolnshire the quality of care of the local population will be further compromised from an already low base and to inform her that we will be asking our Member of Parliament to take the matter up with the Minister of Health the Rt Hon Patricia Hewitt.

190. Louth Area Committee
The Committee noted the details of the next meeting which is taking place on Tuesday 26th September 2006 at Legbourne Village Hall, Chapel Lane, Legbourne at 7.30pm.  They also noted that they are invited to submit items for consideration for the agenda and that any items should be received in the Member Services Office, Legal and Democratic Services Department, by Monday 11th September 2006.

191. Suspension of Standing Orders
It was RESOLVED following a proposal by the Chairman, Councillor G.C. Lindsay, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch, to vary the agenda order and take item 11 War Memorial before item 10 Members Code of Conduct – Bringing the Office of Councillor into Disrepute so that under section 60 of Standing Orders the public and press might be excluded from the meeting during item 10 due to the confidential nature of any discussion that might take place.

192. War Memorial
The Town Clerk informed the meeting that he had hoped to have the War Memorial cleaned in time for the 60th Anniversary of the ending of World War II, which took place last year.  However, he had been thwarted by an ill advised application to the War Memorials Trust.  He reported that he had now received three donations from members of the public and as such felt the Town Council had a duty spend that money in an appropriate and timely fashion.  To this end he had acquired three estimates from local stonemasons, which were tabled for perusal by Councillors.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should accept the quote from Leakes and arrange for them to clean the War Memorial by Saturday 11th November 2006 in time for this years Remembrance Day.  It was further RESOLVED to check the cleanliness of the War Memorial every 2 years and to put money aside for this purpose each year in the budget.

193. Exclusion of Public and Press
It was RESOLVED that under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act, 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business, on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of confidential information.

194. Members Code of Conduct – Bringing the Office of Councillor into Disrepute
The Mayor told the Committee that she had been approached by a number of Councillors and members of the public who had expressed their concern about a member of Louth Town Council who they felt had brought the Council’s reputation into disrepute.  The Councillor had been convicted of a criminal offence whilst in office and the offence had been committed whilst that Councillor had held the position of Mayor of Louth.  The Mayor proposed that the Council should refer the matter to the Standards Board for England for investigation.  A debate ensued after which the Committee RESOLVED that the matter should be referred to the Standards Board and the Town Clerk was instructed to deal with the issue accordingly.

This section of the meeting closed at 10.08pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

CEMETERY COMMITTEE
195. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor J.P. Dean opened the meeting by reporting that the section of road recently repaired at the Cemetery now has a large crack in it.  The Town Clerk is to investigate this.
196. Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.


197. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 1st August 2006 (08-01-06MINS) were approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting. 


198. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that a re-dedication ceremony of the Thomas Wilkinson Wallis memorial will take place this Saturday 26th August from 12 noon and he invited all Councillors to attend.  


199. Financial Report
The Committee received the schedule of expenditure and income between 1st April 2006 and 17th July 2006 (CEM/LEDGER/170606).


200. Cemetery Lodge External Decoration
The Town Clerk presented 3 estimates from local companies to undertake the above work.  It was RESOLVED to accept the estimate from Humberstones.

The meeting closed at 10.27pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________






- 
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