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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council 

and its committees
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth
on Tuesday 20TH JUNE 2006
Present

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, J. Gains, M. Jones, M. Knight, A.M. Lione, J. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner and Mrs. P.F. Watson

The Town Clerk’s Secretary Mrs. L. Phillips was also present.
Members of the public addressed the committee prior to the opening of the meeting:

a) Mrs. T. Hunkin spoke about the proposed merger between Eastfield Infants and Nursery School and Lacey Gardens Junior School.  She urged the Town Council to write to the County Council, before 28th June 2006, the deadline for objections, objecting to this proposal again.  Following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP, seconded by Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson, Standing Orders were suspended so that this important issue could be resolved upon to ensure action could be taken before the deadline.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk’s Secretary would write to Mr. Duxbury of LCC expressing the Town Council’s opposition to this proposal.  


b) Mr. K. Fox spoke about his concern regarding the speed of traffic using St. Bernard’s Avenue.  This issue is to be made a future agenda item.


c) Mrs. Hamilton spoke about her concerns regarding the Police Force Merger.


68. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Grist, G.C. Lindsay, F. Robertson and F.W.P. Treanor.
69. Council Minutes

The following Notes of Town Council meetings were confirmed and signed as a correct record:
1. 23rd May 2006 (05-23-06MINS)

70. Mayor’s Announcements

The Mayor announced that she would like the tradition of the taking of a full Council photograph every year to be reintroduced.  She told the Council that the Town Clerk had been in touch with Reg Moore Photography and had been quoted £170 for the photo shoot, 2 size A3 photographs (1 for the Mayor and 1 for the Office) and 21 7” x 5” photographs.  It was RESOLVED to make this issue a future agenda item and in the meantime acquire 2 more quotes.


The Mayor read out a letter received from the Twinning Association thanking the Town Council for their contribution to welcoming the Fertois to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the link between La Ferté-Bernard and Louth.

The Mayor read out an e-mail received from Councillor F. Robertson’s daughter, in New York, regarding the health of Councillor Robertson’s wife, Tuff.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk’s Secretary would send an e-card to Tuff, via her daughter, wishing her a speedy recovery and sending her the Town Council’s best wishes.

The Mayor apprised the Council of some of the engagements she had attended.  These included the Departure of the Jumbulance for Wales, the Army Benevolent Fund HM Queen’s 80th Birthday Celebration, proceeds of which went to army widows etc., a concert celebrating the Ludensian Singers 50th Jubilee at which a cheque for £1,000 had been presented to the CT Scanner Appeal, the Lincolnshire and Louth Motor Club Show and finally she announced that the Louth Navigation Trust had presented a book, dedicated by the authors, to the Town Council entitled ‘A History of Louth Canal’.  She told the Council that the book would be kept in the Council offices and should anyone wish to see it they should let the Town Clerk’s Secretary know.

This section of the meeting closed at 7.40pm.
Signed_______________________ (The Mayor)
    Dated_________________________

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING


71. Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders told Councillors that Mr. T. Willliams the Standards Monitoring Officer at ELDC will attend the next meeting of the Planning and Environment Committee on 4th July to speak briefly on the subject of ‘Declaration of Interests’.  Councillor A. Grist will also briefly speak about Hubbards Hills.

The Chairman, updated the Committee on the Gatherums and Springside Compromise.  She also said that District Councillor John Hough had told the meeting that if the Town Council had asked for the application to go to committee it would not have been decided under delegated powers.  The Chairman said she did not believe that Louth Town Council had had any choice but to decline to comment on the Gatherums plans because they had given a grant to the Gatherums.  However, she proposed that a working group consisting of herself, the Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch, Councillor B. Burnett and T.F. Marris be formed, to have one meeting, at which they could investigate the situation and learn from their findings.  It was RESOLVED that this item should be made an agenda item at a future meeting.

The Chairman read out a letter from Mr. H. Paterson regarding Mr. Paterson’s disappointment that two planning applications: 

1. Land to the rear of Evergreen and Hillside, Kiln Lane, Louth; and

2. Land to the rear of Evergreen, Kiln Lane, Louth,





that had been discussed at a previous meeting, had been supported by the Town Council with no observations.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk’s Secretary would write to Mr. Paterson informing him that he should write to ELDC as the Town Council do not ‘decide’ which plans will be passed or rejected they are merely consultees who represent local residents views; and as they had not been made aware, by neighbouring residents, of any problems they had acted accordingly.

The Chairman informed the Committee that a letter had been received from LCC enclosing a copy of the Adopted Lincolnshire Waste Local Plan and several Executive Summaries and a copy of the Adoption Statement.  She reported that these documents could be viewed in the Town Clerk’s Office, at County Hall, City, District and Borough Council offices, all Lincolnshire Libraries or on the County Council’s website: www.lincolnshire.gov.uk or by telephoning 01522 782070.


The Chairman read out a letter from LCC in which Louth Town Council are invited to send a representative to a Primary Strategy Public Consultation Meeting taking place on 5th July at Cordeaux School from 7pm, at which Primary School Provision will be discussed.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerks Secretary will reply to LCC informing them that Councillor T.F. Marris will attend.

Finally, the Chairman apprised Councillors of the contents of an e-mail received from Eric Jorgensen of LCC Highways in which he asked if Louth Town Council own the metal framed bus shelter on Eastgate near the junction of St. Bernard’s Avenue.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk’s Secretary will make enquiries into this issue.


72. Declarations of Interest

The following personal interests were declared:

Councillor B. Burnett

1. Agenda Item 6a - ELDC - Play Strategy Questionnaire - as a member of ELDC.


2. Agenda Item 6c - ELDC - Street Collection by the Manacares Foundation - as a member of ELDC.


Councillor C. Finch

1. Agenda Item 6a - ELDC - Play Strategy Questionnaire - as a member of ELDC.

2. Agenda Item 6c - ELDC - Street Collection by the Manacares Foundation - as a member of ELDC.


Councillor J. Gains


1. Agenda Item 5 - Planning Application No. (4) 01135/06 - Planning Permission - Mrs. J. Rice - Nutty Cottage, Legbourne Road, Louth, LN11 8LQ
Councillor Mrs. P. Watson

1. Agenda Item 6b - LCC - Crowtree Lane, Irish Hill and Westgate proposed waiting restrictions - as a member of Lincolnshire County Council

The following prejudicial interest was declared:
Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard 

1. Agenda Item 5 - Planning Application No. (4) 01135/06 - Planning Permission - Mrs. J. Rice - Nutty Cottage, Legbourne Road, Louth, LN11 8LQ - as the sister of the applicant
73. Minutes of the Meeting

The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 6th June 2006 (06-06-06MINS) were approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.


74. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding

In the absence of the Town Clerk, his Secretary reported that as per Minute 54 of the meeting of Louth Town Council’s Planning and Environment Committee held on 6th June 2006 the Town Clerk had written a letter supporting the concept of self catering holiday facilities at Brackenborough Hall.  She also reported that as per Minute 55 of the meeting of 6th June the Town Clerk had also e-mailed Mr. A. Bellamy regarding the formation of the Friends and Neighbours of Westgate Fields Group.

75. Applications Received by the Local Planning Authority

The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/06/06) and resolved:

1. Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP and J.E. Gains left the room while planning application (4) 01135/06 was discussed.

2. (4) 01135/06 - Planning Permission - Mrs. J. Rice - Nutty Cottage, Legbourne Road, Louth, LN11 8LQ - to make no comment as not in the parish of Louth.

3. (7) 01312/06 - Planning Permission - Mr. and Mrs. Croft - 58 South View, Holton Le Clay, DN36 5BW - to make no comment as not in the parish of Louth.  

4. (10) 01223/06 - Planning Permission - Mr. and Mrs. D. Cox - 23 Newmarket, Louth, LN11 9HR - to object on the grounds that the development is over intensive and there will be a lack of amenity space.

5. All remaining applications were supported.


76. Correspondence

The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:

1. ELDC – Play Strategy Questionnaire
Letter received from ELDC who, in conjunction with Erskine Project Management are conducting an audit of the current play provision in the district.  It was RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP will complete the questionnaire.

2. LCC – Crowtree Lane, Irish Hill and Westgate proposed waiting restrictions
Notification that the proposals regarding the above are to be introduced generally with the exception that no further action is to be taken regarding the existing waiting restrictions on Westgate.  

3. ELDC – Street Collection by Manacares Foundation
Notification of request by Manacare Foundation to hold a street collection in Louth on Friday 28th July 2006.

77. Planning Decisions

The Committee noted the following planning decision which was at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:


Refusal - N/105/00912/06 (Outline Erection - of 3 no. dwellings (with means of access to be considered).  Land south of 99 Horncastle Road, Louth).  To support, Minute 24 (10) of the meeting held on 23rd May 2006.
This section of the meeting closed at 8.10pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

78. Chairman’s Remarks

In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor G.C. Lindsay, the Vice Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett took the Chair.  He announced a general invitation to Councillors to attend the 1st Wolds Conference at Market Rasen Racecourse on Wednesday 19th July 2006.  He told the Committee that anyone wishing to attend would need to fill in a booking form which can be obtained online at www.lincswolds.org.uk. 
79. Minutes of the Meeting

The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 6th June 2006 (06-06-06MINS) were approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.


80. Declarations of Interest

The following personal interests were declared:

Councillor C. Finch

1. Agenda Item 6 - Gatherums and Springside - as a member of the group



Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP


1. Agenda Item 6 - Gatherums and Springside - as a trustee of the group


81. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding

In the absence of the Town Clerk his Secretary thanked Councillor A. Grist, who through his good offices, was able to arrange a stay of execution, regarding the telephone line 617305, until such times as the Town Council have been able to make alternative arrangements.  She also reported that all of the necessary paperwork regarding the Annual Audit had now been submitted to the external auditors, Moore Stephens & Co., and she announced that, this year, for the first time, the Town Council has legitimately been able to tick all of the boxes as all of the systems are now in place.


Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP told the Committee that she had had the Mayor’s Chain fixed, by replacing the old clasp that held the pendant to the ribbon; she had also replaced the silver ring which had held the pendant on the Deputy Mayor’s Consort’s chain with a gold ring.  The Committee thanked her.

82. Brown’s Panorama of Louth 

The Mayor apologised to the Committee as the report she had hoped to give re. funding for the conservation of Brown’s Panorama had hinged on information to be provided by ELDC.  This information had not been forthcoming.  Therefore, it was RESOLVED that this should be an agenda item at a future meeting.

The Mayor also reported that Mrs. Chris Harrison, an expert in paper, is coming to view the Town Council’s historical Charters on Friday 23rd June.  

83. Gatherums and Springside

Councillor C. Finch proposed that £200 be vired from category 336 Fingerpost Signs to 334 Gatherums and Springside.  He reported that the money would be used to purchase custom made combination bins.  A vote was taken and it was RESOLVED not to vire the money.

84. Mayor’s Parlour Furniture

The Mayor reported that a Mr. P. Dennis, a Cabinet Maker and Joiner, had viewed the furniture and in his opinion it was reproduction but it was old.  She proposed that quotes be obtained for renovation of the furniture as Mr. P. Dennis said that it does not require an awful lot of work.  It was RESOLVED that two more quotes should be obtained.

Councillor T.F. Marris informed the Committee that he still had the old Mayor’s Parlour carpet in storage.  He said he had been approached by the Mayor, who wished to have the old carpet in her kitchen.  He asked Committee to make the decision.  It was RESOLVED that before such a decision could be made the legality of giving the carpet to a Town Council member should be looked into.

This section of the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

CEMETERY COMMITTEE

85. Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman announced that he had received reports of a dog being walked in the Cemetery.  He said that the ladies walking the dog had been confronted about this rule breaking and they had refused to comply with regulations.  He asked the Cemetery Superintendent, Mr. Alan Banks to be vigilant and confront anymore offenders.  It was RESOLVED that a new and bigger sign declaring ‘No Dogs’ should be purchased.

The Chairman reported that a lady had fallen recently in the Cemetery.  The Cemetery Superintendent said he thought this was due to ruts in the verge caused by cars passing.  It was RESOLVED that the ruts should be filled in, the lady in question should be written to with an apology and told that the ruts will be dealt with and the legality of putting disclaimer signs up should be looked into.

The Chairman told the Committee that an e-mail from a Mr. A. Parrinder had been received in which Mr. Parrinder asked why the gravestones of his Great Grandad and Great Grandmother had been removed from Louth Cemetery; and if a notice of their removal had been placed in a paper.  It was RESOLVED that this would be investigated as the Committee were not aware that any gravestones had been removed, other than for repair by Monumental Masons.  Mr. Parrinder is to be contacted and asked for more details.  Local Monumental Masons are to be contacted and informed, that in future they must ask the Cemetery Superintendent for permission to remove a gravestone for repair.

86. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.


87. Minutes of the Meeting

The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 6th June 2006 (06-06-06MINS) were approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.


88. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding

In the absence of the Town Clerk his Secretary informed the Committee that the purchase of a new strimmer is being looked into.  She also reported that as per Minute 66 of the last meeting held on 6th June a letter has been sent to Monumental Masons and Funeral Directors informing them that the fixings of any headstones erected in Louth Cemetery from now on must comply with the minimum recommendations of NAMM.  With regard to Minute 67 of the aforementioned Minutes she also thanked Councillor F.W.P. Treanor for inspecting the Crockford’s Clerical Directory and making a note of any Allisons found therein.  She reported that a letter had now been sent to 4 possible relatives.  
The meeting closed at 9.00pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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