
   02-13-07MINS

Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council 

and its committees

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth

on Tuesday 13TH FEBRUARY 2007

Present

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch (in the Chair)

Councillors:
 B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch,  J.E. Gains, A. Grist, M. Jones, G.C. Lindsay, 


A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D. Skinner and F.W.P. Treanor. 

The Town Clerk, Mr. C. Brightmore JP was also present.

462. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors F.W.P. Treanor and Mrs P. Watson.  These were approved by the Council. (Councillor Treanor subsequently attended at 8.10pm).

463. Council Minutes
The Notes of the Special Meeting of the Cemetery Committee held on 15 January 2007 and the Town Council meeting held on 16 January 2007 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

464. Mayor’s Announcements


The Mayor told Councillors that the scheduled liaison meeting with the Chief Executive Officer and Leader of East Lindsey District Council had been postponed at their behest. Apparently there had been a double booking due to staff changes. A new date for the meeting will be arranged but, in the meantime, ELDC have requested details of particular topics that Town Councillors might wish to discuss. The following topics were mentioned: The rumoured arrival of a large supermarket, developments on Fairfield Industrial Estate and ‘wheelie bins’.

The Mayor told Councillors that she and Councillor Lindsay had motored down to Norfolk to check on the progress of the restoration and conservation of Brown’s Panorama. They saw the paintings in the studio of Kiffy Stainer-Hutchins, the conservator. The Mayor reported that the conservator’s findings were that the general condition of the canvasses was not alarming but that there are more flaws from the restoration in 1940’s than they had expected which will take extra time to correct. The right hand edge of the left hand canvass shows greater wear and tear, and may even have been shaved slightly, perhaps having been at the exposed edge when the canvass was rolled up. She is satisfied that the two paintings have never been a single canvas. Progress seems to be on schedule; currently the yellowed 1940’s varnish is being removed. The conservator expects to have completed this stage in the first half of March; she will then apply the new varnish which she assures will last 100 years due to the improved quality of today’s varnish. Finally, she will undertake the necessary re-touching on top of the new varnish. She expects it will be ready to be re-hung in the Council Chamber at the end of April, or early May of this year. The Mayor also reported that she had been in touch with the local T.V. reporter for the BBC who has shown great interest in the project. She, herself, had travelled to the conservation studio and filmed the work for a special feature.

The Mayor announced that she had arranged the following events to raise money for the Mayor’s Charity:
1) A concert on 9 March 2007 at the Town Hall by the Louth Male Voice Choir and the Ludensian Singers
2) A ‘Race Night’ on 30 March 2007 at the Town and Country Club, 3) A ‘Casino Night’ on 27 April 2007 at the Town Hall.

This section of the meeting closed at 7.43pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING


465. Presentation by Mr. P. Robinson, Director of Community Services at East Lindsey District Council, on ELDC’s Policy on the Development of Fairfield Industrial Estate.

The Chairman, Councillor Mrs J. Makinson-Sanders, asked if any Councillor wished to declare an interest prior to the commencement of the presentation. Councillors B. Burnett, C. Finch and A.Grist all declared personal interests as members of the District Council.

The presentation took the form of questions from the committee and responses from Mr. Robinson.

Councillor Marris asked about ELDC’s policy on ‘Land-banking’.  Mr. Robinson acknowledged it had gone on in the past but stated that ELDC was every bit as concerned as Louth Town Council about the issue. Accordingly, all contracts have a ‘buy-back’ clause. If the purchaser does not develop the land in accordance with their stated intention within 2 years ELDC have the option to buy back the land. He went on to say there were a number of contracts coming up for land which was purchased 2 years ago and that, if the land had not been developed, the Council would buy back the land.

Councillor Marris asked if it was true that the proposed new Civic Amenity Waste Disposal Facility would not cater for the disposal of commercial waste, even at a charge.  Mr Robinson seemed unaware of this and was somewhat doubtful. The Chairman pointed out to him that Mr. Fowler from ELDC had addressed this Committee at a previous meeting and stated this to be the case.

Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway asked about the growing rumours of a large supermarket coming to the town.
Mr. Robinson denied specific knowledge of such a development but conceded that ELDC was conducting a Retail Outlet Impact Assessment. This had been predicated on a concern that the town was losing a large number of shoppers to Grimsby and Lincoln.

Councillor Gains asked if ELDC would accede to a request from a large supermarket chain should it request permission to build a supermarket on the Industrial Estate.  Mr. Robinson said the Estate was currently not zoned for retail and, in order to allow it, it would have to go to full Council to change it.

Councillor Robertson asked what was happening with the 10 fallow plots on the Industrial Estate.  Mr. Robinson said there was a lot of interest in a number of them but that they do not consider them taken until they have received a firm offer.

Councillor Goonghe asked about the County Council’s Waste Disposal Facility and questioned why it was to be sited on the Industrial Estate.  Mr. Robinson described the operation of the facility and said it was in keeping with the culture of the Estate. Apart from rubbish being delivered there, sorted and then taken away there would be no industrial processing of waste at the facility. It goes back to the Waste Local Plan which is very restrictive as to where such a facility could be sited. They are usually located on industrial estates on the edge of towns.

The Chairman asked what plans there were to expand the Industrial Estate and whether any new development would be zoned and landscaped.  Mr. Robinson said that any new development would be zoned and landscaped but that there were no plans to extend the Estate at present.


466. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs J. Makinson-Sanders, announced that Mr Pearson had, again, applied to hold his fair on the Northgate (East) Car Park from Tuesday 15 May to Monday 21 May 2007. Councillor Marris said it was unfortunate a better site could not be found for it as it did adversely affect local trade because it took the town’s largest car park out of use whilst it was on. The Chairman instructed the Town Clerk to inform ELDC that we did not object to the application generally but to apprise the Council of the concern expressed.


467. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:
Councillor B. Burnett, C. Finch and A. Grist - Agenda Item 6(1) and (3) – Planning Applications by the District Council as members of ELDC and, in Councillor Grist’s case, as the District Council’s representative on the Sport’s Association.

Councillor B. Burnett also declared a personal interest in respect of item 6(5) –Planning Application by Eastern Shires Housing Association – as a member of the Trust’s Board.

Councillor C. Finch also declared a personal interest in relation to item 7c – as a member of the Lincolnshire Drainage Board.

Councillors F. Coonghe and F. Robertson declared personal interests in item 6(1) – Planning Application for London Road Sports Facility – as members of the Louth Sports Association

Councillor K. Sharp declared a personal interest in item 8 – Street Collection by the Louth & District Branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society – as a member of that Society.

Councillor F. Treanor declared a personal interest in item 6(4) – Planning Application for 14 Alder Close – as a friend of the applicant.


468. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 30 January 2007  were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting


469. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had no reports.


470. Applications Received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/021307). It was resolved:
a. To object to N/105/001947/07 –application for Planning Permission – Lloyds TSB – Alterations to existing bank to display 1 no. illuminated fascia sign and 1 no. projecting sign. On the grounds that the Committee does not support the installation of internally illuminated signs in the Louth Conservation Area, particularly in such a prominent street as Mercer Row.
b. To support all remaining applications. 


471. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:

a. From: LCC Highways – re. East Division – Quarterly Updates
To note traffic regulation order.  The only item that affects Louth is Waiting Restrictions on Keddington Road, Louth in March 2007. 

b. From: LCC – re. Louth Community Travel Zone - Forum and Workshop
Invitation to attend the above to be held at Louth Town Hall on Thursday 1st March between 2pm and 4pm.  Interested parties to contact the office. The Chairman noted that despite all efforts there had not been a noticeable increase in cycle or pedestrian traffic.
c. From: Lincolnshire Coastal Grazing Marsh Project
An invitation has been received to attend a seminar about the above.  Seminars will be held between 7.30pm and 9.00pm at the following locations:1) Saltfleetby Village Hall – Monday 19th February 2007; 2) Huttoft Village Hall – Wednesday 21st February 2007; and 3) Burgh Le Marsh Women’s Institute – Thursday 22nd February 2007.
d. From: Louth Scouts – re. Scouting Centenary Celebrations
Notification of the Centenary Scouting Celebration to be held at Manby Showground between 25th and 28th May 2007.  Request for assistance either financial or otherwise towards the success of this celebration.
e. From: Lincolnshire PCT – Andy Hall 
Notification that Andy Hall is leaving Lincolnshire PCT and hopes to take up a new role in Nottinghamshire County PCT by 1st April.  The Chairman thanked him for his support of the town and this Council and asked the Town Clerk to write to him on behalf of the Council and convey this sentiment.
f. From: Eastfield Infants’ and Nursery School – re. School Outdoor Development Projects
Committee to note the contents of letter. It was agreed that under the ‘Free Trees’ scheme operated by LCC the school could be included in next year’s application.

472. Street Collections
The Committee RESOLVED to recommend to ELDC that the following organisation be authorised to carry out a street collection:
Louth & District Branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society on 23 June 2007.

473. Louth Area Committee
The Chairman asked Councillors to note that the next Louth Area Committee Meeting was to be held on Tuesday 6 March at the Salvation Army Hall, Church Street, Louth at 7.30pm. She asked that any items that Councillors wished to be included on the agenda be notified to the Town Clerk as soon as possible. Councillor Mrs. Ottaway pointed out she had asked to be kept informed of licensing matters affecting her ward but such information had not been forthcoming. The Chairman noted that a number of the Town Council’s representatives would be unavailable to attend the meeting and asked for volunteers to act as substitutes. The following Councillors volunteered accordingly: Councillors Coonghe, Mrs Makinson-Sanders and the Mayor, Councillor Mrs M. Finch.

474. Floral Enhancement of Louth Town Centre
Councillor D. Skinner reported on the progress he had made in researching the possibility of florally enhancing the town this year. He had received expressions of interest in the sponsorship of roundabouts by two prominent local companies. He drew members attention to the estimate he had received from Plantscape which had been circulated previously. Councillor Mrs Ottaway pointed out her concern with the concept of renting equipment rather than buying our own. Councillor Marris made the point that there were already a certain number of brackets and hanging baskets available in the town. Councillor Skinner explained the advantages of those proposed by Plantscape. Councillor C. Finch stated that if the roundabouts were to be developed consideration should be given to durable planting rather than decorative flowers. Councillor A. Grist agreed this was increasingly becoming the policy of Councils. Councillor J. Gains said he would like to see individual shopkeepers and traders take it upon themselves to florally enhance the exteriors of their premises. The Chairman asked the Town Clerk to establish the County Council’s protocol on the sponsorship of roundabouts and for Councillor Skinner to continue to gather information and to report back to the Committee.


475. The Post Office Network Consultation
The Chairman told members that a lengthy document had been received in relation to the above seeking the Council’s views. Councillor Mrs Ottaway volunteered to analyse the consultation document and present her views to the Committee.


476. Planning Decisions
There were no planning decisions made by the District Council that were contrary to the recommendations of the Town Council.
This section of the meeting closed at 9.14pm

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
477. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor G.C. Lindsay had no announcements to make.

478. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared.


479. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 30 January 2007 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting. 


480. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report..
481. Town Council Meetings Structure
The Chairman, Councillor G. Lindsay told the Committee he had noticed an aberration in the dates for Town Council Meetings in May. He stated the meeting scheduled for 8 May 2007 would have to be rescheduled as it followed the Council elections but preceded the Mayor Making meeting. Consequently, the committees would not have been re-established and the meeting would, therefore, be unconstitutional and, quite possibly, illegal. The Chairman suggested this meeting should be brought forward to Tuesday 1 May 2007. This date preceded the date of the elections and, accordingly, the committees would be properly constituted. The Committee RESOLVED that this should be done.  

There followed a discussion about the arrangements for the Annual Town Meeting which, this year, is scheduled for 26 April 2007. Councillor A. Grist, supported by a number of other Councillors, expressed a certain amount of disquiet about the date of the meeting since it is so close to the date of the Council elections. It was agreed that the Town Clerk should look at changing the date of the Annual Town Meeting to a date earlier in April or after the elections in May. The Town Clerk is to report back to the next meeting of the Council with the proposed new date.

The Chairman then addressed the Committee on the review of the ‘Meetings Structure Pilot ‘. He had undertaken an analysis of meetings conducted under the previous system and compared the results with the meetings held in accordance with the pilot scheme. His findings were that there was a roughly similar number of meetings under each system. Under the previous system meetings, on average, lasted for 1 hour and 56 minutes. However, it should be noted that meetings of the Cemetery Committee of which there were six a year only lasted between one hour and 75 minutes. Under the pilot scheme meetings had lasted, on average, 2 hours and 22 minutes. The Chairman made the point that under the pilot scheme virtually every meeting had incorporated into it a presentation, some of which, like this evening’s, had lasted more than 30 minutes.

A lengthy debate ensued with Councillors making comments for and against the piloted scheme of meetings. The debate culminated in Councillor Mrs Ottaway putting forward the proposition “The Council should try the present meetings structure for another year with the proviso that presentations be limited to 20 minutes and that Chairmen of the Committees should carefully manage debating. We should look at the number and position of Cemetery Committee meetings and meetings of the Town Council should be held once a month rather than fortnightly”. The Committee RESOLVED to adopt the proposition.

The Chairman proposed that the Committee should consider suspending Standing Orders and going into closed session in view of the confidential nature of the next two items on the agenda. It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders and go into closed session. The Chairman directed that the press and public leave the Committee Chamber. 

482. Town Council Insurance Matters
The Chairman asked the Committee to consider whether, in light of the recent valuation of the Council’s artworks, the Town Council should, proactively, write to the Council’s insurers and inform them that there is no burglar alarm at the Town Hall. The matter was debated and it was RESOLVED that the matter should not be proactively reported. However, should the insurer enquire on that subject then, of course, the absence of a burglar alarm should be reported.


483. Previous Restoration of Town Council Paintings
The Chairman invited the Mayor to address the Committee on this subject. The Mayor told members that when Mr John Vost attended at the Town Hall to undertake a valuation of the artworks he made certain critical comments about the condition of three paintings that had previously been restored. The paintings concerned were the portrait of Queen Elizabeth 1, the painting of Antwerp Cathedral and the Seascape by James Webb in the Mayor’s Parlour. The Mayor announced that Mr Vost had opined that the restoration had been poorly performed with the result that the seascape and the painting of Antwerp Cathedral had lost value as a consequence. The Mayor, through the Chairman, invited the Committee to deliberate upon what action, if any should be taken in response. A brief debate ensued after which it was RESOLVED that Ms Susannah Edmonds, the retired head of paintings conservation at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, should be requested to examine the paintings concerned and give her opinion on the standard of the previous restoration. A decision as to whether action should be taken could then be made.

This section of the meeting closed at 10.21pm.


Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

CEMETERY COMMITTEE

484. Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman, Councillor J.P. Dean had no remarks to make.

485. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared.
486. Minutes of the Meeting

The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 30 January 2007 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting.

487. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk showed Councillors a Power Point presentation delineating the various improvements that had taken place at the Cemetery. In particular the Cemetery Chapel had been significantly enhanced and two dangerous trees, which had overhung London Road, had been felled. The Town Clerk reported there were still problems to be addressed with the gates at the Linden Walk entrance and a vacuum cleaner was needed for the Cemetery Chapel. The Chairman asked that these matters be included on the agenda of the next meeting.
The meeting closed at 10.49pm

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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