
   01-16-07MINS
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council 

and its committees

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth

on Tuesday 16th January 2007
Present

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M. Finch (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch,  J.E. Gains, M. Jones, G.C. Lindsay, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor and Mrs P.F. Watson 

The Town Clerk, Mr C. Brightmore JP and his Secretary, Mrs. L. Phillips were also present.
Mr. P. Fox of 64 Brackenborough Road addressed the Council regarding the proposed development at 81 Brackenborough Road.  He also represented his neighbours: Mrs. Chapman and Mr. Johnson of 62 and 68 Brackenborough Road.
416. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP, A. Grist, M. Knight and T.F. Marris. These were approved by the Council.

417. Council Minutes
The Notes of the Town Council meeting held on 12th December 2006 (12-12-06MINS) were confirmed and signed as a correct record.


418. Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch, announced that Councillor T. Marris was now back at home after a second stay in hospital.  She informed Councillors that he is to have various tests soon and it is hoped that he will be operated on in the near future.  The Mayor informed Councillors that she had received a letter from Louth Old Boys JFC thanking the Council for its generous gift of £500 to help them with the purchasing of equipment.  She told Councillors that they are invited to go and watch the Louth Old Boys JFC and see the benefits the new equipment has provided.  If any Councillors wish to take up this offer they should contact the Town Clerk.  The Mayor also announced that a Shaping Local Health Services – Deliberative Workshop Event is to take place at East Lindsey on 26th February 2007 from 1pm to 4.30pm.  If any Councillors wish to attend they should inform the Town Clerk as soon as possible and by 20th January.  Finally, the Mayor told Councillors that East Lindsey District Council and Alford Town Council are hosting a joint St. Valentine’s Ball on Friday 16th February at the Embassy Theatre, Skegness.  Tickets are £18 each, they are available from the Mayor, the Town Clerk’s office and the Embassy Theatre Box Office, proceeds are to go to charity.
This section of the meeting closed at 7.37pm.
Signed_______________________ (The Mayor)
    Dated_________________________
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING


419. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs J. Makinson-Sanders, told the Committee that she had acquired a map of the Louth Conservation Area which the Town Council will now display at their Planning and Environment Committee Meetings.  The Chairman reported that the recent trip around the Planning Department at East Lindsey, that some Councillors had attended, had been very worthwhile.  She agreed to write on behalf of the Councillor who had attended and thank ELDC for its hospitality.  
420. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:

Councillor B. Burnett

1. Agenda Item 5 (5, 6 and 7) – Planning Applications – N/105/02851/06, N/105/02852/06 and N/105/02853/06 – Hubbards Hills, as a member of ELDC.


Councillor J. Macdonald
1. Agenda Item 5 (5) – Planning Applications – N/105/02851/06 – Hubbards Hills, as his company has some involvement in making the handrails.
The following prejudicial interests were declared:

Councillor C. Finch 
1. Agenda Item 5 (5, 6 and 7) – Planning Applications – N/105/02851/06, N/105/02852/06 and N/105/02853/06 – Hubbards Hills, as a member of ELDC and the Joint Management Group.
421. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 2nd January 2007 (01-02-07MINS) were discussed, and subject to the following amendments, approved for signing by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting: 1) Councillors M. Knight and M. Jones should be added to the list of Councillors who attended the meeting, 2) at Minute 397. (5) St. Bernard’s Avenue and Newmarket should be changed to read Newmarket and Stewton Lane; and 3) at Minute 400 it should be noted that all Connect 51 buses already have low floors and all proposals meet DDA requirements.

422. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.

423. Applications Received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedules (PA/Sched/011607) and (PA/Sched/011607 Post Agenda).  It was resolved:
1. (1) 02534/06 – Consent to Display – Lloyds TSB – 24 Mercer Row – to object on the grounds that the Committee does not support the use of illuminated signs on any building in the Conservation Area.

2. (4) 02842/06 – Planning Permission – Sovereign Homes – Land west of 81 Brackenborough Road – to object on the grounds of over intensification of development, the proposal would put unacceptable strain on the local infrastructure, particularly roads with the increase in traffic volume.  There has long been a drainage problem in this locality and it is feared that this proposed development would seriously exacerbate the situation.

3. Councillor C. Finch left the room while planning applications 5, 6 and 7 02851/06, 02852/06 and 02853/06 – Hubbards Hills were discussed.

4. (10) Pre-application Consultation – GallifordTry – Newmarket, Louth – the Committee’s opinion was that, whilst it agreed with the concept, it could not accept such a powerful transmitter in such a populous part of the town.  It considered to locate it there could constitute a health hazard.  In other words the Committee believed this to be the wrong site.
5. (11) 01990/06– Planning Permission – Mrs. Stockwell – 27 Grimsby Road, Louth, LN11 0ED – to object on the grounds that it would be an unacceptably unsightly intrusion into a residential area.  Committee was not convinced that the noise level would be acceptable, or that the energy production would justify the environmental blight.
6. To support all remaining applications with the proviso that East Lindsey should ensure that the correct materials are used in a Conservation Area with regard to planning application number (15) 02947/06.  

Planning Decision
The Committee noted that there were no District Council decision’s which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations.
This section of the meeting closed at 8.30pm
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
424. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor G.C. Lindsay had no remarks to make.
 
425. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared.


426. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 2nd January 2007 (01-02-07MINS) were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting. 

427. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.
428. Financial Matters
1. The Committee received the schedule of payments made between 14th October 2006 and 30th November 2006 (GPF&CEM/ACC/301106).

2. The Committee received the schedule of expenditure and income for the year to 30th November 2006 (GPF/Ledger/301106).


429. Budget 2007/08
The Town Clerk and the RFO presented the draft Budget 2007/08 Report and Appendices, and after questions and discussion, it was RESOLVED:


1. To note Appendix A indicating that the total probable actual unspent balance of precept in 2006/07, assuming nil balances in respect of CCTV (15 Maintenance and 16 Refurbishment), was estimated at £2,117 surplus as opposed to the budgeted overspend of £6,640.

2. To recommend to the Council that in the event of any balances remaining in respect of 15 CCTV Maintenance or 16 CCTV Refurbishment they should be carried forward


3. To recommend the baseline Budget as listed in Appendix B totalling net expenditure in 2007/08 of £83,100, subject to amending the heading of 11 to “clocks” to include the station clock in the Ballroom. 


4. To continue the following Special Projects within Earmarked Reserve:                                          
232  Restoration of Paintings and Insignia
£1,923
or balance                                                                 237  Conservation Area Nameplates
£500
or balance 
238  John Smith Quater Centenary / Civic Events
£605
or balance





––––––


£3,028


5. That in order to provide for the cost of restoration of the Panorama there be vired 


from 323 (Parlour Contents) 
£2,220 




from 332 (Restoration of Paintings/Insignia) 
£2,424

––––––
to 326 Panorama
£4,644

––––––

6. To continue within Earmarked Reserve:


All Projects recommended in Appendix D
£52,939
or balance                                                                                   


––––––


The total of balances to be carried forward is therefore
£55,967

––––––


7. To make provision for the following new Special Projects:  
                      




Civic Events 
£3,500 
 

     




Superannuation (to be added to Baseline Budget)
£4,500   









––––––





£8,000


––––––


8. To approve the total proposed new expenditure by the Cemetery Committee for 2007/08 of £46,850, comprising net baseline Expenditure of £37,050, plus £9,800 for new Special Projects; to note that this (taking into account the estimated underspend of £2,099 in 2006/07) will leave a shortfall of about £6,000 to come from Uncommitted General Reserve, if the precept should remain at £38,860 as in 2006/07; and to note that the total Cemetery expenditure proposed for 2007/08 is £50,257, including estimated carried forward balances totalling £3,407.


9. To note the total proposed new expenditure by the General Purposes & Finance Committee for 2007/08 of £91,100, comprising net baseline Expenditure of £83,100, plus £8,000 for new Special Projects; to note that this (taking into account the estimated underspend of £8,757 in 2006/07) will leave a shortfall of about £6,000 to come from Uncommitted General Reserve, if the precept should remain at £76,260 as in 2006/07; and to note that the total GP&F expenditure proposed for 2007/08 is £149,597, including estimated carried forward balances totalling £58,497.


10. To recommend to the Town Council that the precept for 2007/08 be increased by £12,000 to £127,120, as to £82,260 for GP&F Expenditure and £44,860 for Cemetery Expenditure. 
430. Quality Council – Publication of Newsletter
The Town Clerk explained to the Committee that he had had an offer from Mr. M. Edge, the editor of a local monthly magazine entitled “In the Heart of Louth and Surrounding Area” to publish the Town Council Newsletter on the 2 centre pages of the magazine at a reasonable cost.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should pursue the above in principle.  He should negotiate a lower price, if possible, and he should check that the magazine is distributed to enough local households, rather than large quantities being left in local places e.g., the library.

431. Standards Board for England
The Chairman, Councillor G.C. Lindsay announced that the Standards Board for England has found,  pursuant to section 59(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 2000, that there is no evidence of any failure on Councillor F.G. Coonghe’s part to comply with the Code of Conduct.

The Chairman was not able to elaborate further but told the Committee that a copy of the case summary was to be sent to the Council.  This summary would be a public document and its details could be made known to the Council.

Councillor F.G. Coonghe then made a brief statement to the Council which was followed by a brief response from the Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch.

This section of the meeting closed at 9.45pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________

CEMETERY COMMITTEE
432. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor J.P. Dean had no remarks to make. 

433. Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.


434. Minutes of the Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of Tuesday 2nd January 2007 (01-02-07MINS) were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman, as the Minutes and a correct record of that meeting. 

435. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that he is delighted that the Council has resolved to purchase a new dumper.  The dumper we have is very old and prone to breaking down.  It is costing a lot of money to keep going.  It was suggested that Mr. Banks, the Cemetery Superintendent, who will be driving the dumper, should undertake special dumper driving training and that the dumper’s speed should be limited, if possible.  Finally, the Town Clerk reported that the new carpets have been laid in the Cemetery Chapel and the trees overhanging the road have also been taken down.

The meeting closed at 9.52pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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