Mayor’s Overview 2006/07
Firstly, please let me take this opportunity to say what a wonderful time I have had attending events all over the county and outside of the County as well on behalf of Louth.  In the past year I have attend over 100 events ranging from coffee mornings to raise money for worthy local charities to Civic Services, to the Conferment of Degree’s Ceremony at both Hull University and Lincoln’s Bishop Grossteste College and I still have many events to look forward to before my term of office comes to an end on 18th May 2007.  Thereafter, I will continue to serve the town in the office of Deputy Mayor for the next twelve months.
Some of the most memorable occasions this year have been:

a. My banquet last May

b. The 25th Anniversary of Louth’s twinning with La Ferté-Bernard, where visitors from France came over to Louth and amongst other things:

i. I met the French and we had drinks and nibbles

ii. I attended the Twinning Association dinner 

iii. An English tea was provided in the marquee at the Classic Car Show 

iv. The Museum was opened for a special visit by the French

v. Shops were asked to decorate in either celebration of the Queens Birthday or in French colours with Tricolours

vi. Councillor A. Lione sang the National Anthem and Marseillaise

vii. Spout Yard was opened specially

viii. A ceremony was held in the Council Chamber when the French where formally greeted by the Mayor and Lord Norton of Louth

ix. The Royal Charter and other muniments were on display in the Council Chamber

c. The Civic Weekend which included such things as:
i. The Church ringing its bells especially in a celebratory peal
ii. The Church opening on both Saturday and Sunday for visitors
iii. A tea party for the over 80’s at Nichol Hill Methodist Church
iv. Shops were asked to decorate in either celebration of the Queens Birthday or in French colours with Tricolours
v. A concert was organised by the music shop on Aswell Street
vi. Councillor A. Lione sang the National Anthem and Marseillaise
vii. Spout Yard was open
viii. The Royal Charter and other muniments were on display in the Council Chamber

d. The Re-dedication of the Wallis Memorial at Louth Cemetery


e. My Civic Sunday Parade and Church Service which took place on 1st October 2006.  There was a fantastic turnout of paraders including representatives of the Police Cadet Corps, the Brownies and Rainbows, the Guides, the Combined Cadet Force and the British Legion.  The Market Rasen RPC Band led the parade and over 20 civic dignitaries and their partners from around the county also attended.  Canon Stephen Holdaway and the Team Parish of Louth arranged and presided over the proceedings at the Church Service at St. James’.  


f. The renovation and re-dedication of Louth’s much loved War Memorial.  Which happened in time for last year’s Armistice Day and was all thanks to generous donations from Mr. D. Parratt, Mr. S. Appleby, J.H. Luck of Louth and the Louth Chums.  I hope you will agree that the War Memorial now looks magnificent and I give my heartfelt thanks to its generous benefactors and Leake’s Masonry who undertook the work using the latest technology which was also used on the famous Dam Busters Memorial.


g. The Remembrance Sunday Parade and Church Service which took place on 12th November 2007 and are held amongst the best in the Country.  At this The Royal British Legion commemorated the end of World War I.  A short Wreath Laying service took place at the Louth War Memorial and I laid a Wreath on behalf of Louth Town Council.  A two minute silence, provided a unique opportunity for us to reflect on lives lost during all the Wars in which this country has fought and all assembled were then invited to parade to St. James’ Church for Divine Service.


h. Switching on of Louth’s Christmas Lights – 23rd November 2006.


i. The Christmas Crib Service incorporating a Re-dedication of the Crib Figurines Ceremony took place at the Fish Shambles on 23rd November 2006 following the ‘switching on’ of Louth’s Christmas Lights.  

The much-loved crib figures of the nativity scene had been restored by students from Monks’ Dyke Technology College and these students placed the figures that they worked on into the crib in a special re—dedication ceremony.

I am delighted with the results the figurines are now stunning, they look marvellous and are a shining example of young people’s community spirit.


j. The Carols for All Service on 21st December 2006 which, as always is a magnificent event at which St. James’ Church is filled to the rafters and rings with the sound of singing. 

k. My Christmas Day visit to Louth Hospital and visit to the Salvation Army Christmas Dinner.  Both of which were very moving.  I was honoured and humbled to be with people who were worse of than me on such a special day.

All that remains for me to say, at this stage, is thank you to the people of Louth for all their help and support during my Mayoral Year, it has been much appreciated. 

