Mayor’s Overview 2007/08
Firstly, please let me take this opportunity to say what an honour it has been for me to represent Louth during 2007/08 as the Mayor of Louth.  I have had a wonderful time attending events all over the county and outside of the County as well on behalf of Louth.  As you may know the Mayor of Louth is elected each year at a ceremony known as Mayor Making.  During the Mayor’s year of office the Mayor is invited to numerous events in the community, such as school fetes, festivals, new business openings and it is the Mayor’s role to raise the profile of the Town Council both within the town and elsewhere.  In the past year I have attended over 150 events ranging from coffee mornings to raise money for worthy local charities to Civic Services, to the Conferment of Degree’s Ceremony at both Hull University and Lincoln’s Bishop Grossteste College and I still have many events to look forward to before my term of office comes to an end on 16th May 2007 after which, I will continue to serve the town in the office of Deputy Mayor for the next twelve months.
Some of the most memorable occasions this year have been:

a. Hubbards Hills Centenary 
Saturday 1st September 2007 saw Louth Town Council's Hubbards Hills Centenary Celebration event take place.  The event started at 12 noon and went on until 5pm.  The day marked the Centenary of Hubbards Hills being gifted to the people of Louth.  Amongst other things there was a band playing, games, competition games, duck racing, balloons, a mini steam engine display and an art event.  The day was very well attended and it was blessed with extremely good weather.  I would like to thank Councillors Mrs. Margaret Ottaway, Fran Treanor, Brian Williamson and John Dean for organising the event and everyone else who took part in the day for their help and support.  Myself and my wife had a fabulous day meeting, greeting and chatting to the many children, parents and other members of the public who attended.


b. My Civic Sunday Parade and Church Service
This took place on 23rd September 2007.  There was a fantastic turnout of paraders including representatives of the Police Cadet Corps, the Brownies and Rainbows, the Guides, the Combined Cadet Force and the British Legion.  The Market Rasen RPC Band led the parade and many civic dignitaries and their partners from around the county also attended.  Reverend Richard Holden and the Team Parish of Louth arranged and presided over the proceedings at the Church Service at St. James’.  

c. Visit of 2nd Louth Brownies to the Town Hall
On 9th October 2007 the 2nd Louth Brownie Troop led by Mrs. Kelly came to the Town Hall and I, my wife and the Mayor’s Serjeant had the pleasure of showing them the many treasures that Louth Town Council own which are kept in the Mayor’s Parlour, the Muniments Room, the Ballroom, the Council Chamber and in the corridors of the Town Hall itself.  We found the Brownies to be a delightful group of children who were bright, inquisitive and extremely interested in the history of Louth, its Mayor and its Council.  They were a credit to the youth of today.


d. My banquet last October
This took place on 21st October 2007 and was a wonderful chance for me to say thank you to some of the people and organisations who contribute to our community and whose time and effort goes a long way to making this town the truly fantastic place that it is.


e. Switching on of Louth’s Christmas Lights 
On 22nd November 2007 I had the honour of switching on Louth’s Christmas Lights in the Market Place.  Despite the weather the market place was packed with youngsters who watched the lights go on and listened to local school children sing carols and the Riverhead Silver Band perform.  It was wonderful to be a part of the event and see all the happy faces light up when the illuminations were turned on. 


f. The Christmas Crib Service 
This event also took place at the Fish Shambles on 22nd November 2007 following the ‘switching on’ of Louth’s Christmas Lights.  Again, despite the weather the public turnout was wonderful.  The service was given by Canon Stephen Holdaway and the St. James' Church Children's Choir were in attendance and gave a rousing performance.  I would like to thank everyone who helped make both the Crib Service and the switching on of Louth's Lights such successful and memorable events.

g. Louth’s Christmas Market
2nd December 2007 saw the Louth Christmas Market take place.  The day dawned cold and wet but as always the enthusiasm and vigorous vitality for life that Ludensians show shone through and the day was a massive success, enjoyed by all who attended and I must pass my compliments on to those who organised the events of that day.


h. Carols on the Park – Spout Yard Park
This was a cold but magnificent event which took place on 14th December 2007.   It was truly a lovely event attended by many towns people and quite a few visiting foreign nationals.  Myself and my wife had a wonderful evening singing carols in the beautiful and atmospheric Spout Yard Park and mingling with all those in attendance.


i. Carols for All Service - 20th December 2007 
As always this was a magnificent event at which St. James’ Church was filled to the rafters with the sound of singing. 

j. Christmas Day Visit
On Christmas Day I and the Mayoress visited Louth Hospital and the Salvation Army Christmas Dinner which is somewhat of a tradition followed by all Mayor’s of Louth.  Both of these visits were very moving.  I was honoured and humbled to be able to spend time on such a special day with people who although less well off than they might have hoped were full of the joys of Christmas.

As well as attending events on behalf of the town I have also attended and sometimes chaired numerous meetings such as ELDC Liaison meetings, Louth Area Committee meetings, the East Lindsey Town and Parish Assembly meetings, Louth Chamber of Business meetings, the Hubbards Hills Joint Advisory Committee meetings, the River Lud Liaison Group meetings, the Public Flood meeting, Town Council meetings, Louth Town Council Planning and Environment Committee meetings, General Purposes and Finance committee meetings, Cemetery Committee meetings, Personnel Committee meetings, Financial Overview Working Group meetings, Hubbards Hills Working Group meetings as well as other Working Group meetings of Louth Town Council.  I have immensely enjoyed my year of office so far and I have been kept very busy.  However, I must urge local organisations to continue to put in invites for the Mayor as they are all happily received and I and all Mayor’s that may succeed me are only too pleased to receive and accept as many invitations as they possibly can, and of course, should the Mayor not be available to attend the Deputy Mayor is also always more than willing to step in and attend on the Mayor’s behalf. 
All that remains for me to say, at this stage, is thank you to the people of Louth for all their help and support during my Mayoral Year, it has been much appreciated and I have thoroughly enjoyed every second of my time so far.
